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SAQUON BARKLEY always knew that one 
day he would play football for the National Football 
League (NFL). When he was three years old, he and 
his dad, Alibay, would watch the New York Jets 
games on television. Saquon’s favorite Jets player 
was No. 28, running back, Curtis Martin.

“When I grow up, I’m going to be No. 28,” he 
would tell his father. 

CHAPTER ONE

Drafted!Drafted!
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Fast forward 18 years. The date is April 26, 2018, and the place 
is the AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. The event is the 83rd 
annual NFL draft. Barkley, now a running back for Pennsylvania 
State University, sits with his family in an off-stage area set up for 
the draftees. In the sports world, a draft is a common way for a 
team to choose new players. Late in 2017, Barkley had 
announced on social media that he would skip his senior year of 
college and declare himself eligible for the NFL draft.

“God has blessed me with the opportunity to pursue the 
dream I have had as a little kid of playing in the NFL,” Barkley 
wrote on his Instagram account. “After lots of thought, prayer, 
and conversation with those closest to me, I have decided to 
enter the NFL draft.”

5
Barkley was all smiles after learning he was the second overall pick 

by the New York Giants in the first round of the 2018 NFL draft.
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CHAPTER ONE
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Barkley had broken many records at Penn State, a college 
famous for its football program. And he was on his way to 
becoming a college football legend. Some NFL recruiters 
thought he would be one of the first—if not the first—college 
football player drafted in 2018. But the first team to choose, 
the Cleveland Browns, selected Baker Mayfield, a quarterback 
from the University of Oklahoma.

The second pick was about to be announced. Each team 
had 10 minutes to select its player. Each draftee had his own 
phone, so that a team could contact him directly with an offer.

Barkley’s phone rang. It was Pat Shurmur, head coach of the 
New York Giants. The Giants wanted to draft Barkley, and he 
accepted the offer. 

“This is the first of many great days as a Giant,” Coach 
Shurmur told him.

“I promise you guys, I won’t let you guys down,” Barkley 
replied.

A few seconds later, NFL Commissioner, Roger Goodell’s 
words rang throughout AT&T Stadium loudspeakers:

“With the second pick in the 2018 NFL draft, the New York 
Giants pick Saquon Barkley, running back from Penn State.”
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Drafted!

7

As Giants fans cheered wildly, Barkley placed a Giants cap 
on his head and headed onstage. There Commissioner 
Goodell handed him a Giants rookie jersey with his last name 
and the number “1,” indicating he was the Giants’ first pick in 
the 2018 draft.

“I am truly excited for the honor to be part of the New 
York Giants. That team is about winning and hopefully I can 
help as soon as possible,” Barkley told a sportswriter later that 
evening. His childhood dream of playing for the NFL had 
come true. Saquon Barkley had been drafted into the pros!

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell presented Barkley with a Giants rookie 
jersey after announcing that he had been drafted by the New York team.
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