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CHAPTER ONE

Jet-
Propelled!

Jet-
Propelled!

AT&T STADIUM in Arlington, Texas, was an 
exciting place to be on the night of Thursday, April 26, 
2018. For the 83rd time in the history of the National 
Football League (NFL), team owners were selecting new 
players. This selection is called the NFL draft, and it takes 
place every year. In the sports world, a draft is a common 
way for a team to choose new players.

The NFL draft is also a thrilling event for football fans. 
On this night, 40,000 enthusiastic NFL fans were eager to 
learn which players their favorite teams would draft. 
Dressed in team jerseys and hats, and waving banners and 
pom-poms, the fans lucky enough to be there at AT&T 
Stadium cheered as each team announced its pick. 
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Twenty-year-old Sam Darnold was a star quarterback 
for the University of Southern California (USC), and he sat 
with his family in an off-stage area that had been set up for 
the draftees. The first round of the 2018 draft was about to 
begin. Although still in college, Darnold had officially 
declared himself eligible for the NFL draft a few months 
earlier. He explained his upcoming decision at a press 
conference held late in 2017. He told a reporter for the 
Dayton Daily News that the opportunity to play in the NFL 
was “a dream of mine.” 

5

Sam Darnold planned to redshirt his freshman year at USC, but a crushing 
defeat at the hands of the University of Alabama’s Crimson Tide on 
September 3, 2016, motivated him to become a full team member.
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6

Was tonight the night Darnold’s dream of playing for the 
NFL would become a reality? 

Darnold had broken many records as a quarterback for 
USC, and many sports experts had predicted that he would be 
the first player selected in the 2018 draft. But the team to 
choose first, the Cleveland Browns, selected Baker Mayfield, a 
quarterback from the University of Oklahoma. The second 
team, the New York Giants, chose Saquon Barkley, a running 
back from Pennsylvania State University. 

Each team had 10 minutes to make its choice. The New 
York Jets were up next. The clock was running. The crowd 
roared. Darnold waited. At last, the telephone next to him 
jingled. It was Todd Bowles, a coach for the Jets. Coach 
Bowles offered Darnold a place on his team, and he accepted. 

“Glad to have you, man. More than happy. It’s [going to] be 
outstanding,” said the coach. Then he put Jets’ owner Chris 
Johnson on the line. 

“I did not think that we would have a shot at you,” said 
Johnson. “I am so happy, Dude. You are going to love New 
York.” 

“Yes, sir. It’s going to be amazing. Promise you,” answered 
Darnold. This was such a big event for the New York Jets, 
their interview was posted on the team website. 

A few seconds later, an announcement rang out 
throughout the stadium.
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“With the third pick in the 2018 NFL draft, the New York Jets 
select Sam Darnold, quarterback, USC.” 

Popping a Jets hat on his head, Darnold bounded onto the 
stage. There the NFL Commissioner handed him a Jets rookie 
jersey that had his last name and the number “1” on it, showing 
he was the Jets’ first pick of that year’s draft.

“Whatever the coaches want me to do, I’m going to star in my 
role,” said Darnold in an interview with sports reporter Suzy 
Kolber later that evening. 

The NFL had a new star. And this star was jet-propelled!

Darnold accepts the Jets team jersey as No. 1 draft pick 
from NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell on April 26, 2018.
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