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ALL DONOVAN MITCHELL could do was 
watch. He was 16 years old. It was the July before 
his junior year in high school.

Every summer, sneaker companies sponsor 
games where high school basketball players show 
off their skills to top college coaches. It’s a huge 
opportunity to be chosen for athletic glory. 
Hundreds of talented high school players dream of 
playing in college. Few make it. Unfortunately, 
Donovan was on the sidelines. 

CHAPTER ONE

WaitingWaiting

DonovanMitchell.indd   4 02/07/19   8:12 PM



5

In March, he’d become injured playing baseball at Canterbury 
School in New Milford, Connecticut. “I ran into my catcher trying 
to catch a pop fly,” Donovan told a reporter with the Deseret News. 
“We ran into each other when I was playing shortstop and he 
actually ended up breaking his jaw and I broke my wrist.”

The injury ended his season. It wouldn’t end his dreams. When 
he traveled with his team to the tournaments, “I was in a cast.” he 
told a reporter from The New York Post. 
“I had to sit and watch my team play, 
and sometimes they would lose.” 
Growing up, he’d loved baseball. In 
high school, he realized he loved 
basketball more. The injury helped 
him make a decision. “That was the 
last straw,” he told The Post. He 
stopped playing baseball. 

In high school, 
Donovan Mitchell 

focused on 
basketball.
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Not being able to compete in the sneaker 
tournaments meant most college coaches had not 
seen him play and didn’t know who he was. The top 
high school players are ranked. Donovan wasn’t even 
on the list of top players. He wanted to change that. 

He decided to leave home and move to New 
Hampshire for his final two years of high school, to 
attend a school famous for its star athletes. “When he 
arrived here, he didn’t have a number next to his 
name or a national ranking,” Jason Smith, the 
school’s coach told a reporter for The New York Times 
in 2017. “He was hungry.”
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A player’s wingspan is the length between the 
fingertips of each outstretched arm. Mitchell has 

a 6’10” wingspan.

Most people wouldn’t want to leave friends and family 
behind to chase a dream. His father, who had played 
basketball while he was in high school, wasn’t surprised. 
“When he spends time in the gym and puts his mind to 
what he wants accomplished, he gets it done,” Donovan 
Mitchell Sr. told The Post in June 2017. Both Donovans 
may have had playing basketball in common. But 
Donovan Jr. grew up with a baseball-loving dad who had 
once chased his own major league dreams.
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