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GUESTS at the National Basketball 
Association (NBA) Awards show had finished 
dinner and polished off the chocolate peanut butter 
cupcakes. Now they waited. Who would win the 
biggest award of the night? The presenters paused, 
then announced, “The 2018 Rookie of the Year is…
Ben Simmons.”

CHAPTER ONE

An 
Aussie 
Legend

An 
Aussie 
Legend

BenSimmons.indd   4 02/07/19   7:40 PM



5

On his way to the stage, Simmons embraced Donovan 
Mitchell of the Utah Jazz. The two had been in a hot race for 
Rookie of the Year, along with Jayson Tatum of the Boston 
Celtics. In a landslide victory, Simmons won 90 out of 101 votes. 
He was the first Australian to be named Rookie of the Year.

 “I broke my foot last season and I wasn’t able to play,” 
Simmons told the swarm of reporters. “So, to be on the floor 
and accomplish a childhood dream has been amazing for me.”

Simmons smiles for a picture after winning Rookie of the 
Year during the NBA Awards Show on June 25, 2018.
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Making it to the NBA had long been Simmons’ 
goal. At seven years old, he made himself a to-do list, 
writing “Play in the NBA” at the top. Achieving his 
dream had required years of hard work and 
overcoming injury.

Two years earlier, Simmons was the No. 1 overall 
draft pick—chosen by the Philadelphia 76ers. 
Expectations were high. But before the season even 
started, Simmons broke his foot. He spent a long, 
frustrating year on the sidelines. 

Coaches, players, and fans had wondered if 
Simmons would be worth all the hype after sitting on 
the bench for the entire season. “I came to the States 
when I was 15,” Simmons said. “Nobody knew who I 
was. So, I feel like I’m back at that stage and I’ve got to 
prove myself again, which is fine. I’m looking forward 
to that part.” 

In Simmons’ NBA debut, he blew everyone away, 
notching 18 points and earning 10 rebounds and 5 
assists. “He’s a monster on both sides,” said teammate 
Robert Covington. “He doesn’t even realize how good 
he is just yet.” For the rest of the season, Simmons 
dominated the court. He fired long passes like a 
quarterback, and made all-out drives to the net. 
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Simmons was the 
first rookie with 1,000 
points, 500 rebounds, 
500 assists, 50 blocks, 
and 50 steals in a 
single season. With 
12 triple-doubles 
(scoring double digits 
in points, rebounds, 
and assists in one 
game), he passed Michael 
Jordan’s rookie triple-double 
total and stood second only 
to Hall-of-Famer Oscar 
Robertson. 

That he was named 
Rookie of the Year was no 
surprise. He had taken the 
NBA by storm. Ben 
Simmons was becoming a 
basketball legend.

An Aussie Legend
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