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Florida 
Waits

For Florida’s Major League Soccer (MLS) fans, 2002 
was brutal. The state lost not one, but two teams. 

The Tampa Bay Mutiny and the Miami Fusion folded. It 
took fourteen years before they got another MLS team.

The new team would not play in Tampa or Miami. 
Instead, MLS chose Orlando. The Central Florida city is 
best known for theme parks such as Disney World, Sea 
World and Universal Studios, and dozens of smaller 
parks. Orlando is the No. 1 place to visit in the U.S. In 
2017, it had more than 70 million visitors 

Soccer is the world’s most popular game. Almost 250 
million people play the sport. A game like soccer trained 
Chinese soldiers 2,000 years ago. Japan also had a sport 
where a leather ball was kicked around. Greeks and 
Romans played a game like soccer. Sometimes, the ball 
was too big to be kicked. So players just kicked each other. 

CHAPTER ONE
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The game we know today started in England. The first match 
was probably played more than 1,800 years ago. It celebrated 
England’s victory over the region of Italy. The celebration wasn’t for 
a game. It was for a battle. A small group of soldiers had defeated 
invaders from Rome.

After the match in Derby, England, the game became a regular 
event. Not everyone liked it. In 1314, according to historians, 
British King Edward II said, “There is a great noise in the city 
caused by [chasing after] large balls, from which many evils may 
arise.” He made playing illegal. This did not stop the game.

In most countries, the sport is called football. Players use their 
feet to move the ball. Despite being popular across the world, pro 
soccer took longer to catch on in the U.S. Lots of people played 
soccer. They just didn’t watch it. Major League Soccer helped to 
change that. 
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Major League Baseball has the best players in the sport. They 
are paid the most money. The game attracts the most fans. 
Sports like hockey, football, and basketball all have top 
professional leagues. 

Soccer’s major league began because of the World Cup. Every 
four years, a different country hosts the sport’s most important 
tournament. Thirty-two different teams compete. The U.S. 
wanted to host. To do this, organizers had to create a top-level 
professional league. 

The U.S. won the honor to host the World Cup in 1994. The 
rest of the world saw how popular the sport was in the country. 
More people attended that year’s World Cup matches than ever 
before. Orlando soccer fans watched matches at the Citrus Bowl, 
a stadium seating 65,000. Two years later, the U.S. hosted the 
Olympic Games. Although the hosting city of Atlanta saw most 
of the action, soccer teams competed across the South, 
including at the Citrus Bowl.

Major League Soccer’s first season was also held in 1996. 
Soccer fans had supported the World Cup and the Olympics by 
enthusiastic game attendance and TV viewership. At first, they 
didn’t support the MLS. Teams played to half-empty stadiums. 
In less than ten years, the League lost $350 million. 

In 2002, the U.S. reached the World Cup quarterfinals for the 
first time. Afterward, more fans started watching MLS games. 
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USA’s Gregg Berhalter (left) leaps for a header against Germany’s 
Miroslav Klose during the World Cup quarter-finals match in June 2002.
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