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Quarterback Tom Brady led his 
teammates to the line of scrimmage. 

It was fourth down near midfield. Brady’s 
New England Patriots needed to gain at 
least three yards to get a first down. The 
Patriots were playing the Atlanta Falcons in 
the 2017 Super Bowl.

SUPERComeback
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The Patriots were behind by 25 points late in the 
third quarter. If they failed to get the first down, they 
would likely lose this game.

Brady expected to win. He had already won more 
regular season and playoff games than any other 
quarterback in National Football League (NFL) 
history. Now he was going for his fifth Super Bowl 
win—another record.

HEART of a CHAMPION

Tom Brady of the New England Patriots walks on the field in the 
third quarter against the Atlanta Falcons during Super Bowl 51.
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Chapter ONE

Brady fired a pass to wide receiver Danny 
Amendola, who gained 17 yards for the first down. 
The Patriots had hope. Three plays later, Brady was 
forced to scramble and run. He sprinted through the 
middle of the Falcons defense for 15 yards and 
another first down. Then he threw a pass to James 
White for a touchdown.

Brady was older than his teammates on the field. In 
fact, he was so much older that when he played in his 
first year with the Patriots, they were still in 
elementary or middle school. Now at age 39, Brady 
was considered an “old” football player. But as this 
championship game continued, Brady seemed to be 
getting stronger and faster. How could this be?

Brady led his team to a field goal and then another 
touchdown to get New England within eight points, 
28-20. But time was running out. Only three minutes 
remained in the game. The Patriots had to hurry. They 
needed to drive 91 yards for another touchdown for a 
chance to tie. Brady was filled with energy. He 
completed five straight passes to get his teammates 
into the end zone with 57 seconds to go. Then he 
passed for a two-point conversion to tie the game. In 
overtime, he completed five straight passes again to 
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SUPER COMEBACK

Brady celebrates with James White after rushing for 
a 1-yard touchdown in the fourth quarter against the 

Atlanta Falcons during Super Bowl 51.
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