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Michael Phelps blasted through the 
swimming pool with one billion people 

around the world watching. Phelps was 
competing in the 2016 Olympic Games in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He was racing seven 
other swimmers in the 200-meter butterfly 
event. Phelps was the greatest swimmer of all 
time. In other countries he was known as 
“Half-Man, Half-Fish.” Everyone wanted to 
see if Phelps could make history.

GOLDRush
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When Phelps won his 
eighth gold medal at a 
single Olympics to break 
Mark Spitz’s long-held 
record of seven first-place 
finishes, Spitz himself said, 
“He’s the greatest 
Olympian of all time and 
maybe the greatest athlete 
who ever walked the 
planet.” That was at the 
2008 Olympics in Beijing, 
China—eight years earlier.

Phelps was now 31 years old. He was trying to become 
the oldest swimmer to ever win an individual Olympic 
gold medal. The summer Olympics are held every four 
years, and Phelps was competing in his fifth Olympics. He 
was 15 years old when he first raced in this event. Now he 
was more than twice that age. When he started his 
Olympic career, some of his competitors in this race were 
young boys who had yet to take a swimming lesson. Five 
of them said Phelps was their childhood hero. How was 
Phelps still competing?

Phelps gives a smile of triumph 
winning his 8th medal in the 

2008 Olympics.
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Chapter ONE

After one lap (50 meters), Phelps was in second 
place behind Laszlo Cseh of Hungary. Phelps made a 
powerful turn and took the lead. He windmilled his 
arms and churned through the water with the speed 
of a reef shark. He watched Chad le Clos in the next 
lane fade away. Phelps especially wanted to beat le 
Clos. Four years earlier, Phelps lost gold to le Clos by 
a split-second. When Phelps said later he hoped to 
have one more chance to win the Olympic gold in 
this event, le Clos told him to “keep quiet.” As the 
swimmers concentrated in the ready room for this 
race, le Clos jumped around punching his fists as 
Phelps sat in a chair glaring at him. Now Phelps was 
propelling past le Clos and the others. The crowd’s 
roar at the Olympics Aquatics Center grew louder 
with every stroke. In just under two minutes, Phelps 
touched the wall first to win in a blink. Japan’s 
Masato Sakai finished second for the silver medal. 
Le Clos placed fourth and failed to medal.
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GOLD RUSH

Phelps swims in the men's 200m butterfly at the 2012 Olympic 
Games in London, with Chad le Clos of South Africa,swimming 

to the left. He eventually beat Phelps for the gold.
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