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B oth teams struggled to score to win the

championship. The Cleveland Cavaliers and
Golden State Warriors were tied, 89-89. More
than four minutes remained in the final game of
the 2016 National Basketball Association (NBA)
playofts. But the players were tired. They were

moving slowly. The next team to make a basket
just might win the title.




LeBron James had scored Cleveland’s last eight points.
He seemed to have more energy than the other players.
How could this be? James was older than everyone else on
the court. He had rested only one minute of the game.
James was a superstar. But he was up against the Warriors,
a team filled with stars. They had won more games that
season than any other team in NBA history. How was
James moving faster than the other players?
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James (center) dribbles between Golden State Warriors forward
Draymond Green and guard Stephen curry.



Chaptos ONE

Both teams missed shots. Then they traded misses again. Less
than two minutes were left. Suddenly the Warriors ran out on a
fast break. They had a clear chance to take the lead. The fans at
Oracle Arena in Oakland, California, held their breath. Warrior
Andre Iguodala raced down the lane. Stephen Curry threw a

perfect pass. James was 10 feet behind. Iguodala took the ball to
the hoop for a layup. James soared through the air and slammed
the ball into the backboard! James’s blocked shot saved the game
for the Cavs.

The Cavs scored the game’s final four points. James made a
free throw with 10 seconds left to seal the victory. The Cavaliers
won, 93-89. Millions of television viewers saw James drop to the
floor and cry tears of joy. It was Cleveland’s first NBA title in the
team’s nearly 50-year history. James stood up and told a TV
reporter, “I gave everything that I had. I put my heart, my sweat,
my blood, my tears, into this game.”

Fon Fac],

LeBron shoots and makes layups mostly with
his right hand. But he is actually left-handed.
He writes and eats and does most other
things using his left hand.
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HEART of a CHAMPION

James, (bottom),
shoots against Golden
State Warriors forward

Andre Iguodala.
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