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Drew Brees was hard at work. His New 
Orleans Saints teammates stood on 

the sideline waiting for the game to start. 
Brees was crouched nearby, performing 
stretching exercises. He grimaced as he 
twisted in a squat. The Saints were about to 
play the Washington Redskins in a 2018 
game on Monday Night Football. Brees was 
preparing his body.

LEGENDS
Passing
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Brees was playing quarterback in his 18th season in the 
National Football League (NFL). He already owned several 
league passing records. Fans at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
in New Orleans and viewers on national television knew they 
were about to see their hero make history again. Brees was on 
the verge of breaking the record for most passing yards ever.

The Saints led, 20-6, late in the second quarter, when Brees 
dropped back to pass. He looked toward the right sideline and 
saw wide receiver Tre’Quan Smith open. Brees lofted a perfect 
spiral to Smith, who caught the pass and raced 62 yards for a 
touchdown. Brees broke the record on the play. 

HEART of a CHAMPION

Brees sets his sights on his target—wide receiver Tre’Quan 
Smith—and the all-time passing record.
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Chapter ONE

He was surrounded by teammates in a 
joyful group hug near midfield. Officials 
paused the game for a celebration. Brees 
removed his helmet, waved to the cheering 
crowd, and hugged head coach Sean 
Payton. His family waited for him at the 
sideline. Brees kissed his wife, Brittany, 
who was holding their young daughter, 
Rylen. Then he embraced his three sons, 
Baylen, Bowen, and Callen. “Hey, boys, 
how about that, huh?” he said, smiling. 
“You can accomplish anything in life, if 
you’re willing to work for it. Alright?” A 
man wearing white gloves appeared, and 
Brees handed him the football. The man 
was from the Pro Football Hall of Fame, 
and he wore the gloves so that Brees would 
be the last person to actually touch the 
record-breaking football. The ball, along 
with Brees’s helmet, jersey, and the rest of 
his uniform, would be put on display at the 
football museum.
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PASSING LEGENDS

Referee Carl Cheffers congratulates Brees 
after his record-breaking pass.
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