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Chapter 1

The two men were stranded. They had 
been hunting. On the way home, 

their small, open boat hit a rock. It sunk. 
The water was freezing. They climbed 

onto the rock. Their sliver of safety was 
quickly disappearing.

Saved!
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In the world’s coldest places, help is hard to 
find. Ice can sink ships when they get stuck in 
frozen rivers. Planes and helicopters have trouble 
flying in frigid weather when wings and propellers 
freeze over.

Frozen waters present danger 
off the coast of Canada.
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The men’s boat went down in Canada’s Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, off the coast of Newfoundland. “It was a windy, 
snowy night,” winch operator Kirby Vatcher told writer 
Peter Lourie. Vatcher was onboard the Canadian Coast 
Guard Ship (CCGS) Louis S. St-Laurent when the call 
came in. The ship is an icebreaker. It is specially equipped 
so it can travel to places few other boats can reach.

Canadian Coast Guard Ship (CCGS) Louis S. St-Laurent 
is strong enough to clear icy harbors.



On August 22, 1994, the Louis S. St-Laurent 
and the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Polar Sea 
became the first North American ships to 
reach the North Pole.

FAST FACT
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“We were on anchor in Cow Head, [Newfoundland],” he 
remembered. “We had to jump onboard a fast rescue 
craft. We had to get them off that rock before the tide 
carried them away.”

Vatcher succeeded. The men were saved. 
The Louis St-Laurent Icebreaker doesn’t just rescue 

people. It clears icy harbors blocked by giant floating ice 
chunks. It supplies coastal villages. It is even helping us 
learn why oceans are growing warmer by using its 
scientific monitoring equipment. Although it uses modern 
technology, icebreakers were first designed hundreds of 
years ago.
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