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Italian artist Michelangelo created this sculpture of 
Moses. Today it is located in the church of San Pietro 
in Rome. While Moses appears to have horns, these 
structures are actually meant to represent rays of 
light following Moses’ conversations with God.
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In the late 1390s BCE, Moses was a toddler. His 
adoptive mother, the Pharaoh’s daughter (called 
Bithiya*), was playing with him in Egypt’s royal 
court. Princes and wizards were assembled there. 
The Pharaoh wore his golden, jeweled crown.

The sparkling crown caught Moses’ eye. In a 
playful moment, he took hold of the crown and 
placed it on his own head. This shocked everyone 
in the room. No one else would have dared take 
the crown off the Pharaoh’s head.

In one version of this story, the clumsy toddler 
Moses knocks the crown off his own head and 
giggles as it falls and rolls away from him. In 
another version, Moses jumps off his mother’s lap, 
scampers after the crown, and steps on it—much 
to the dismay of the Pharaoh and the royal court.1

This behavior of Moses seems harmless, but 
the Pharaoh and his advisors saw Moses’ actions 
as bad omens. Perhaps they thought that Moses 
was a threat to the Pharaoh or to the Egyptian 
kingdom’s safety.2

The wizard Balaam believed Moses acted 
deliberately and that his disrespect for the crown 
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was intentional. Balaam warned the Pharaoh about Moses. He 
recommended that the Pharaoh kill the evil child immediately, in 
order to keep Egypt safe. The Pharaoh could easily have taken 
Balaam’s advice, but he had a softer heart, and he knew how much his 
daughter loved Moses. So the Pharaoh met with his counselors to ask 
for advice.

Seventeenth-century Dutch artist Jan Lievens painted this 
picture showing little Moses stepping on the Pharaoh’s crown. 
The Pharaoh (seated) seems to be looking back at his advisors 
for help. The title of the picture is Child Moses Trampling 
Underfoot the Crown of Pharaoh.
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The Pharaoh’s advisors agreed with Balaam. They had different 
ideas about the best method of killing the toddler but they were not 
willing to take responsibility for the end result. God intervened before 
a decision was made. Storytellers often say the archangel Gabriel 
appeared before the Pharaoh in the form of an old man.3 The elderly 
man convinced the Pharaoh that Moses didn’t know what he was 
doing with the crown.

The elderly man offered a suggestion for how to tell if Moses was 
purposefully acting badly. Two bowls would be put in front of Moses. 
One bowl would hold dazzling jewels and gold. The other bowl would 
contain red-hot coals. If Moses was wiser than a “normal” toddler, he 
would grab the jewels. If he was as innocent as any other child, he 
would reach for the bright coals. That would prove he meant nothing 
by playing with the crown.

The Pharaoh agreed to the old man’s plan. Little Moses was put on 
the stone floor, the bowls were put in front of him, and everyone 
watched to see what his choice would be. According to legend, Gabriel 
noticed that Moses was reaching for the jewels. The angel silently 
guided Moses’ hand away from the gems toward the coals. Moses 
grabbed a burning chunk of coal. He dropped the coal and cried, and 
put his burned fingers into his mouth. But some embers stuck to his 
hand and Moses burned his tongue and lips.

This story shows that many people considered Moses to be a 
highly intelligent person, even from toddlerhood. It also confirms 
that Moses was adopted by the Pharaoh’s daughter and lived as a 
member of Egypt’s royal family. As on many other occasions during 
Moses’ life, God intervened to help him. And this story provides the 
basis for the belief that Moses had trouble speaking. In the Bible, 
Moses says, “I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.”4

Several sources about Moses tell the crown-and-bowls story. Are 
these sources accurate? Maybe. We don’t have actual journals, diaries, 
or letters from Moses himself, even though some people believe 
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Moses wrote parts of the Bible. People wrote about Moses long after 
his death. Two of the most notable are Philo of Alexandria and 
Flavius Josephus. Their literature is often cited, though they both 
lived and wrote about Moses in the first century CE—over 1,300 
years after Moses died.

British artist William Hogarth painted Moses Brought Before 
Pharaoh’s Daughter in 1746. Moses’ biological mother stands 
with a sad expression behind her child. The Pharaoh’s daughter 
sits in a fancy chair, extending her hand to the little boy.
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Pharaohs in Ancient Egypt
During Moses’ life, the Egyptian empire was one of the most powerful 
and extensive on earth. The country was ruled by a succession of 
Pharaohs, nearly all of whom were males. The Egyptians considered 
them to be gods. Their roles included making laws, overseeing the 
affairs of the country, and in many cases leading soldiers into battle.

The Pharaohs enjoyed an especially luxurious lifestyle. Servants, 
slaves, and officials ensured their safety and took care of their 
appearance. In the morning, they were bathed, rubbed with oils, and 
dressed. Pharaohs wore lots of jewelry and their crowns were made 
of gold and bright gems. They lived in huge palaces with their many 
wives and children. In fact, the word “Pharaoh” literally means “great 
house,” referring to immense size of those palaces.

Pharaohs could enjoy beautiful gardens on the palace grounds.
They had the best food the world had to offer, and they worshipped 
every day in a temple. Several Pharaohs ruled during Moses’ lifetime, 
most notably Ramses II.

Moses stands before  
the Pharaoh.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com 

https://www.ebooks2go.com/moses



