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Theirs is a story of great courage and even greater faith. It hap-
pened in 2014 in a small village outside Baghdad, Iraq. They 

were four Iraqi Christians under the age of 15. They were perhaps 
too young to understand the depth of their conviction—or what 
was about to happen to them. Islamic State (IS) terrorists were 
holding them captive under the threat of death. They had offered 
the children one last chance to save themselves.

“You say the words that you will follow Muhammad,” their 
captors said.

“No, we love Yasua [Jesus],” the children replied. “We have 
always loved Yasua. We have always followed Yasua. Yasua has 
always been with us.”

“Say the words!” their captors demanded.
“No, we can’t do that,” the children said.
The terrorists chopped off all their heads.1

Given the choice of converting to Islam or death by behead-
ing, four brave Christian children refused to renounce their faith. 
Anglican priest Andrew White told their story in an interview 
shown in a Christian Broadcast Network video.

White, known as the “Vicar of Baghdad,” asked, “How do you 
respond to that?” He answered his own question. “You just cry. 
They are my children. That is what we have been going through. 
That is what we are going through.”2

By way of further example, White told of an Iraqi Christian 
man pressured to convert to Islam by an Islamic State militant. 
“You say the words of conversion or we will kill all of your  
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children,”3 threatened the militant. Desperate to spare his chil-
dren, the man said the words.

Afterward, distraught over his coerced conversion, the Iraqi 
man telephoned White seeking some measure of comfort. “I said 
the words [of conversion],” he told the priest, “Does that mean 
Yasua doesn’t love me anymore? I have always loved Yasua. I said 
those words because I couldn’t see my children killed.”4

“Jesus still loves you,” the priest replied. “He will always love 
you.”5

These tragic tales speak to the havoc wrought by terrorists of 
the Islamic State across vast expanses of Iraq and Syria in 

recent years. Of the seemingly endless number of terror groups 
operating around the world today, IS claims the dubious distinc-
tion of being the strongest and deadliest of them all. Speaking in 
July 2014, U.S. State Department official Brett McGurk said IS is 
“worse than al-Qaeda” and “is no longer a terrorist organization  
. . . it is a full-blown army.”6

By mid-October 2014, according to the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), IS likely commanded up to 31,000 
fighters in Iraq and Syria. This number represents three times as 
many fighters as previously feared. Moreover, IS forces are 
equipped with advanced weapons systems and vehicles. These 
include tanks, armored personnel carriers, field artillery, self-
propelled howitzers, and multiple-rocket launchers. Additional IS 
weaponry includes anti-tank guided missiles, anti-aircraft guns, 
and a limited number of portable air-defense systems.

Soviet D-44 85 mm field cannon
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Islamist militants train in the sand and brush with AK-47s and rocket 
launchers. They typically wear all-black masks and attire to create 
a sense of dread in their adversaries.

Islamic State book.indd   9 5/9/17   2:22 PM



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com 

https://www.ebooks2go.com/mitchell-lane-islamic-state



