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The Man Behind The Weeknd
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CHAPTER

1

Turn the music off, and come to dinner!” Jordan’s father 
yelled. She had no idea he was making her favorite dish, 
baked macaroni and cheese. Her room was too far from the 
kitchen for the delicious scent to reach her. But he could 
hear the song she was playing like he was standing beside 
her. “Teenagers . . .” he muttered to himself as his 
daughter’s approaching footsteps replaced the beat of the 
music.

As they began eating, Jordan’s father told her that she 
reminded him of himself as a younger person. He grinned. 
“My mother constantly used to tell me to turn down my 
music. My favorite singer was Michael Jackson. The 
Weeknd actually sounds a lot like him.”

“You know who The Weeknd is?” Jordan asked. She 
was surprised that her father was familiar with the artist 
she had been listening to while doing her homework.

“Of course I do,” he responded. “I don’t live under a 
rock.” He had often heard the song “Can’t Feel My Face” 
on the radio. He even found himself dancing to it while 

“
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preparing their dinner that evening. It was an incredibly 
catchy tune.

“He sounds even more like Michael on ‘I Feel it 
Coming,’” she said.

It was her father’s turn to act surprised. “You mean, 
you know who Michael Jackson is?” He was teasing her. 

He had played Jackson’s music in 
the house since Jordan was a baby. 
“You will have to play that song for 
me later.”

“Did you hear that The Weeknd 
is playing a concert at the Verizon 
Center in a couple of months?” she 
asked. Her father had been 
expecting the subject of a concert to 
come up soon. She was getting 
older, after all.

“I had not heard that,” he 
confessed. “Let me guess. You were 
wondering if I will let you go with 
your friends?” They would have to 
discuss it. But he remembered how 
thrilled he was to hear his own 
music idol in person for the first 
time. He had been just about 
Jordan’s age.

“Actually, I was thinking maybe 
we could go together.” She quickly 

added with a smile, “You know, just so you can hear the 
rest of his songs.”

*****
The Weeknd’s rise to fame began in 2011. Since that 

time he has become one of the biggest and most unique 
artists in the world. Today he can rarely go anywhere 
without being recognized. But that wasn’t always the case. 

People often 
think The 

Weeknd is an 
incredibly 

serious 
person. While 
some of his 

music is 
upbeat, many 
of his biggest 
hits are sad.
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Abel Tesfaye, the man who performs as The Weeknd, 
didn’t even want his face or real name revealed in the 
beginning.

“I’m overwhelmed and grateful for my success. I also 
controlled how famous I was getting,” he told Lisa 
Robinson of Vanity Fair. “I slowly would reveal more of 
myself every year. That helped me cope with fame as 
opposed to it all just falling on me.”

He thought that not attaching his face to his music 
made it more mysterious. He also wasn’t comfortable with 
the way he looked on camera. Even some of the biggest 
celebrities can feel unsure about their appearance. In his 
case, though, his insecurity became an advantage. Not 
even his most devoted fans had any idea of what he 
looked like until he began performing in public.

People often think The Weeknd is an incredibly serious 
person. While some of his music is upbeat, many of his 
biggest hits are sad. As a child, he listened to his mother’s 
Ethiopian music. Although the songs were about 
heartbreak, he could not make out the lyrics. Still, he 
sensed their meaning. He thinks this inspired some of his 
gloomier songs.

The sadness doesn’t stay with him. “People always say 
when they meet me that I’m not what they expect,” he 
explained to Robinson. “I assume they think I’m this super 
dark and depressing guy, but I like to channel all of those 
emotions into my work. I’m pretty laid-back in real life. I 
just love hanging with my friends and making jokes.”



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com 

https://www.ebooks2go.com/mitchell-lane-the-weeknd



