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Colby’s birthday was in just a few days, 
and she still hadn’t found the perfect gift.

“

A Very  
Happy Birthday

Is there anything you want?” Annabelle 
asked her big brother as she flipped 

through a music magazine. Colby’s birthday 
was in just a few days, and she still hadn’t 
found the perfect gift.

“You don’t have to buy me anything,” 
he told her. It sounded like something their 
parents would say—until he added, “You can 
just stay out of my room for the next year.”

She stuck her tongue out at him as 
she rolled her eyes, otherwise ignoring 
the comment. But she also smiled. They 
had always gotten along this way. They 
pretended to drive each other crazy. But 
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born exactly one year and two days apart, 
they were actually each other’s best friend. 
Many people even thought they were twins.

“Hey,” she asked him, “did you see that 
Taylor Swift serenaded Shawn Mendes on 
his birthday? She got the whole audience at 
one of her concerts to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ 

to him?” She knew that Taylor 
Swift was Colby’s 
favorite singer.

“Okay, get me that 
instead,” he added. “I 

want to be serenaded 
by Taylor Swift.”

“In your dreams!” 
Annabelle teased as 

she skimmed the concert 
dates at the bottom of 

the page. “Speaking 
of Taylor Swift and 

Shawn Mendes,” 
she said, 
“they will be 

performing 
here in just a 

Taylor
Swift
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In the last 
few years, 

Shawn 
Mendes has 
become one 
of the most 

popular 
musicians 

in the 
world. It 

all started 
with an app 
called Vine.

few weeks. I wonder if there are any tickets 
left.” Shawn Mendes was Annabelle’s favorite.

“Let’s check,” Colby 
suggested as he picked 
up his smartphone to 
search for info on the 
show. “It could be our 
birthday presents to each 
other.”

“That’s not a bad 
idea,” Annabelle agreed. 
“I’m surprised you 
thought of it.” This time 
it was Colby’s turn to roll 
his eyes.

In the last few 
years, Shawn Mendes 
has become one of the 
most popular musicians in the world. It all 
started with an app called Vine. Back in 
2013, Shawn used the social media platform 
to post videos of himself singing. His future 
manager, Andrew Gertler, discovered his 
commanding voice on a cover of A Great 
Big World’s “Say Something.” Even though 
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Shawn had never sold a song, Gertler 
thought the teen had what it took to make 
it in the music business. Just two years later 
the young musician was opening for Taylor 
Swift.

Shawn Mendes performs during Taylor Swift: The 1989 World Tour in 
Seattle on August 8, 2015.
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