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CHAPTER 1
The Longest Ride

Bob Haslam was waiting for the mail. The Pony 
Express rider was only 20 years old in May 
1860, but he was already an experienced 

horseman nicknamed “Pony Bob.” Haslam’s job was 
to carry the mail from Friday’s Station in the Nevada 
Territory to Bucklands Station, about 75 miles away. 
He knew the journey was dangerous, Even so, as he 
waited for the previous Pony Express rider to come in 
from the west, he had no idea of the adventure that 
was about to begin.

When the rider arrived, Haslam jumped into the 
saddle of his horse and galloped away. Because Pony 
Express riders traveled so hard and fast, they 
changed horses at stations every 10 to 15 miles along 
the route. But when Haslam reached Reed’s Station, 
no fresh horse awaited him. Local settlers were 
engaged in a war with a Native American nation 
called the Paiute. They had taken all the horses to 
use in battle. Haslam had no choice but to force his 
tired mount to continue.

Haslam finally reached Bucklands. He could not 
wait to eat and rest. But no fresh rider stood waiting 
to take the mail. Puzzled, Haslam went inside. Johnny 
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Richardson, who was supposed to be the next rider, 
was playing cards with station keeper W.C. Marley.

Haslam asked what was going on. Marley told him 
that Richardson was so afraid of the Paiute that he 
refused to ride. The station keeper knew the mail had 
to go through. He offered Haslam 50 dollars, a large 
sum of money in those days, if he continued to the 
next station. Haslam replied, “I will go at once.”1 Ten 
minutes later, he was back on the trail.

It was more than 120 miles to the next stop at 
Smith’s Creek. The journey took him across a sandy 
desert where clouds of harsh dust choked both Haslam 
and his horse. They traveled 30 miles without water 
until they reached a relay station at Sand Springs. 
Haslam changed horses and pushed ahead.

Some stone walls are all that remain of the Sand Springs Pony 
Express Station in the middle of the Nevada desert.

Signs at Sand Springs Pony 
Express Station, Nevada
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