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CHAPTER 1
Land, Liberty, and the 
Green Mountain Boys

The Green Mountains span the state of Vermont, 
majestically covering approximately 250 miles 
from the northern border of Massachusetts to 

Quebec, Canada. They are the state’s most significant 
geological feature and even gave Vermont its name. 
French explorer Samuel de Champlain called them 
Vert Monts (“Green Mountains” in French) in 1647.

In the early-to-mid 1700s, before the American 
Revolution, much of the land around the Green 
Mountains was wild and unclaimed. Like all territory 
in the American colonies, this land belonged to King 
George III. King George ruled from his throne in 
England and appointed royal governors to make sure 
his orders were obeyed.

By the mid-1700s, farmland in much of New 
England was becoming relatively scarce. So in 1749, 
Benning Wentworth, the royal governor of New 
Hampshire, began selling large tracts of land in the 
Green Mountains area to investors. These tracts 
became known as the New Hampshire Grants. Each 
tract, or grant, was roughly six miles on a side. In 
turn, the investors sold smaller parcels of land within 
their grants to settlers who would make their homes 
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there. One of these settlers was a young man named 
Ethan Allen.

Life in the New Hampshire Grants was generally 
peaceful until the mid-1760s, when the royal 
governor of New York declared that Wentworth had 
been illegally selling the land. He claimed it 
belonged to New York. People from New York tried 
to push the settlers in the Grants off their property. 
But these settlers had been working their land for 
years. Sometimes with little more than an axe and a 
rifle, they cleared the forests, planted crops, and 
hunted for food. In this cold and unforgiving land, 
they built their homes and raised their families. They 
were not about to give it to the Yorkers.

After years of dispute, New Hampshire and New 
York brought their complaints to court in June 1770. 
Allen traveled by horse to New York to witness the 
trial and defend his land and the land of his 
neighbors.

There was no radio or telephone to spread the 
news of the outcome of the trial. Instead, the day 
after the trial, a group of men gathered at the 
Catamount Tavern in Bennington. The town was 
named for Bennington Wentworth. It had been part 
of the governor’s very first grant. Now the men 
anxiously waited for Allen to return. Each of them 
owned land in the New Hampshire Grants. Their 
livelihoods, their ability to feed their families, and 
years of backbreaking labor were at stake.

Allen finally rode up to the tavern and drew 
water for his horse. The men ran out to meet him. 
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