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CHAPTER 1
Davy Learns  

to Grin

Who was Davy Crockett? Somebody once 
posed him that very question. Here’s what 
he said: “I’m Davy Crockett. I’m half-horse, 

half-alligator, and a little touched with snapping 
turtle. I can wade the Mississippi, leap the Ohio, and 
ride on a streak of lightning. I can whip my weight in 
wildcats. If you throw in a ten dollar bill, I’ll fight a 
bear and a panther, too.”1

Another time he claimed he could run faster, 
jump higher, squat lower, dive deeper, stay 
underwater longer, and come up drier than any other 
man in the whole country.2

He even saved the world from disaster. That was 
in 1835, when Halley’s Comet threatened to burn up 
the Earth. At least that’s what simple folks thought 
was about to happen. Davy didn’t wait to find out. 
He just reached up and twisted the tail right off of 
that old sparkler. Then he threw it back into space 
like a fiery snowball.3

That was Davy Crockett. Most people would say 
he was the talkingest, most rip-snorting, rough-and-
readiest, fall-down-funniest critter they ever met. He 
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had the most powerful bright grin they ever saw, they 
would add.

Some people say Davy saw his first light on a 
high mountaintop. Others say he started life in a 
valley near the Nolichucky River in eastern Tennessee. 
All that is known for sure is that he came into the 
world on August 17, 1786.

He was the youngest of nine children born to 
John and Rebecca Crockett. They were just poor dirt 
farmers and hunting was about the only way they 
could keep the kids fed and clothed. Davy helped 
out right from the start. He claimed he bagged his 
first bear when he was only three.

There’s little question that Davy Crockett was born in Green 
County, Tennessee, in 1786. But did he really die at the Alamo in 
San Antonio,Texas, in 1836, as most history books say? David, the 
man, almost certainly did. Davy the legend, however, is still very 
much alive in the images and stories he helped create.
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