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A Man with Many Talents

4

Luke held his putter steady as he leaned over the golf 
ball. He tried to concentrate on sinking the putt, but 

he couldn’t get his friend Teddy out of his mind. Luke was 
almost sorry he had invited Teddy along to play 18 holes 
with him. Even nine would have been too long for his 
friend, who was clearly bored. All he had done was talk 
about how he’d rather be playing a “real” sport. He joked 
that his father had told him that a famous sports author 
once called golf “a good walk spoiled.” And Teddy 
hadn’t stopped listening to his MP3 player all morning.

Luke, on the other hand, loved golf deeply. He always 
felt at home on a golf course. For him, even 18 holes 
never seemed enough. He had become quite good at the 
sport. He loved the focus the game required. He knew 
how relaxing his shoulders and folding his arms just right 
before addressing the ball could make all the difference in 

  Could you please turn that music off 
while we’re playing?    Luke asked as 

politely as he could manage. 

“
”
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Jake Owen is seen here performing in Tallahassee in 2017 
at Florida State University’s Doak After Dark concert.

putting it into the cup. At the moment, though, the 
country music blaring from Teddy’s earbuds was making it 
difficult to achieve that focus.

“Could you please turn that music off while we’re 
playing?” Luke asked as politely as he could manage. 
“You can play it in the car for the whole ride home if you 
just put that thing away until we’re finished.”
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CHAPTER 1

“Deal,” Teddy replied, wrapping the white cords 
around the device with a big smile.

As his father drove them home when they finished 
playing, Luke was finally able to hear the music without 
cringing. It actually sounded pretty good to him. “Who is 
this, anyway, Ted?” he asked.

Teddy gave Luke the same look that Luke had given 
him a few hours earlier when he asked which club was the 
putter. It showed surprise, but with a friendly smile. This 

was why they were friends. 
The two boys were very 
different in many ways. But 
they enjoyed teaching each 
other about their favorite 
pastimes.

“This is Jake Owen,” 
Teddy began. “He won the 
Academy of Country Music 
Award for Top New Male 
Vocalist in 2009. He just came 
out with his fifth album, 
American Love. That one 
made it to number one on the 
U.S. Top Country Albums 
chart. My favorite album is this 
one, though. It’s called 
Barefoot Blue Jean Night. I 
have an autographed copy.”

“I think I’ve heard that 
song,” Luke said. Then it 
struck him that Teddy spoke 

Jake at the
Academy of 

Country 
Music Awards

in 2009
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A Man with Many Talents

about country music in the same way that he talked about 
golf. Teddy could quote stats about his favorite artists as 
easily as Luke could rattle off the names of the golfers 
who had won the U.S. Open or the Masters.

“And here’s the best part—well, for you, anyway,” 
Teddy noted. “He almost became a professional golfer.” 
That statement certainly caught Luke’s attention.

“Seriously?” he asked, 
half-wondering if his friend 
was joking around.

“Yup,” he continued. “He 
was planning a career in golf 
until he hurt his shoulder in a 
wake surfing accident in 
college. Now there’s a sport 
we need to try.”

Keeping It Real
Jake Owen burst onto the 
country music scene in 2006 
with his first single, “Yee 
Haw.” The upbeat tune about 
enjoying the weekend rose to 
number 16 on the country 
charts. His next single, 
“Startin’ With Me,” became 
his first top-10 hit. This song 
couldn’t have been more 
different than his first. It was a ballad about a young 
man’s regrets, such as wishing he hadn’t ever started 
smoking or sold his grandfather’s guitar.

Jake performs at 
the 2006 CMA 
Music Festival 
in downtown 

Nashville.
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