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The Man Behind the Voice

4

Meredith and her sister squeezed into the restaurant 
booth across from their parents. They were still 

removing their coats when their father asked, “Who can 
name the singer?” They had been playing this game since 
they were old enough to sing along to all his favorite 
music. Whoever first guessed the artist correctly would 
win a dollar bill. More often than not, it would go straight 
into the restaurant’s jukebox.

On this evening, the place was packed. Still, Meredith 
could hear the lyrics above all the noise. “Born to Run” 
was one of Meredith’s favorite songs. “Bruce 
Springsteen!” she shouted seconds before her sister could 
get the words out. After claiming her prize, she slid out of 
the booth and headed for the jukebox. It was her turn to 
challenge her father.

On this evening, the place was packed. 
Still, Meredith could hear the lyrics 

above all the noise.
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Eric enjoys adding variety to his live performances, such 
as this one at the Minnesota State Fair Grandstand Concert 
Series in Falcon Heights, Minnesota in 2011.

They were halfway through their meals when her pick 
finally started playing. “Who can name the singer?” she 
asked. The game was open to everyone, but she secretly 
hoped no one would answer until her father heard the 
key word.

He liked the tune. Both the music and the lyrics like 
“Funny how a melody sounds like a memory . . .” 
sounded familiar, but he usually listened to 80s music, not 
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CHAPTER 1

country. His daughters smiled 
knowingly. Then he heard the 
next line: “Like the soundtrack to 
a July Saturday night, 
Springsteen.”

“Oh! Oh!” he exclaimed 
when he realized why Meredith 
had chosen this particular song. 
“I know this.” He had often heard 
this singer’s voice on the radio. 

The girls often listened to country music while they did 
their homework, and the sounds filled the house.

He was about to take a wild guess when the girls’ 
mother jumped into the competition. “Eric Church,” she 
declared. She clearly wasn’t just guessing. “Now where’s 
my dollar?” she asked Meredith with a wink.

Singing a Different Tune
Eric Church rose to the top 
of the Billboard country 
songs chart in February, 
2012 with his song “Drink in 
My Hand.” Chief, the album 
that included the catchy 
tune, had topped the album 
chart the previous August. 
His follow-up single from the same album, “Springsteen,” 
made it to number 19 on Billboard’s Hot 100. While this 
may not sound impressive, it was an incredible 
accomplishment for a country singer. Few of them even 
make it onto this chart.
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