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Live and In Person

4

Carson had been practicing for his middle school talent 
show for weeks. Now his big moment was almost 

here. In just a few moments he would be performing his 
favorite country song on his guitar in front of all his 
friends, family, and teachers. He knew the words and 
chords by heart. He just hoped he wouldn’t make a fool 
of himself.

As the curtain rose, Carson pictured Dierks Bentley on 
the stage at the Talking Stick Resort Arena in Phoenix, 
Arizona the previous August. It was the first live concert 
Carson had ever attended. It was a birthday gift from his 
mother, who took him. Most kids his age wanted cell 
phones or video games. But all Carson wanted was to see 
his idol play live. Dierks hadn’t seemed nervous at all. He 
just walked onto the stage and started strumming. If 
Dierks could perform in front of thousands of fans night 

Dierks hadn’t seemed nervous at all. He just 
walked onto the stage and started strumming.
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after night, Carson thought, he could do it once in the 
auditorium of his school.

For the next three minutes, Carson belted out the 
lyrics to Dierks’s hit single “Free and Easy (Down the Road 
I Go)” just as he had when he practiced the song earlier 
that afternoon. As he steadied the whammy bar at the 
end of the song, the audience began clapping and 
cheering. Even his crabby math teacher, who never 

Performing live is one of Dierks Bentley’s favorite parts of 
being a country music singer.
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CHAPTER 1

smiled, seemed to enjoy the 
performance. At that moment, 
Carson was sure he knew exactly 
how Dierks Bentley felt when he 
performed.

Perhaps the excitement the 
country superstar feels for his 
music is contagious. At one time, 
Dierks saw records as tickets to 

his own performances. They made his tours possible and 
successful. Dierks has compared making albums to putting 
jet fuel into an airplane. Everything is about the 
performance.

And Dierks hasn’t lost a bit of that love for 
performing. He says that he enjoys performing on such a 
deep level that virtually nothing could tear him away from 
going on tour. “Being on stage, it’s such a high,” he told 
Alison Bonaguro of CMT News. “It’s like running a 
marathon. You just can’t get that feeling anywhere else.” 
Marathoning seems to run in the family. His wife Cassidy 
ran the 2017 Boston Marathon to raise money for Safe 
Haven, a shelter for homeless families in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

Topping the Charts
After numerous hits as an 
independent artist, in 2016 
Dierks released “Different for 
Girls,” a duet with Elle King. 
The song reached the top 
spot on the Mediabase 
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Live and In Person

chart and Billboard Country Airplay chart in September. It 
became the 15th number-one song of Dierks’s career. It 
was also named the Country Music Association’s Vocal 
Event of the Year.

Because Dierks thought the song was heavier than 
what he normally records, he wanted to include a female 
voice. Although he didn’t write the song himself, he is 
extremely proud of the way it turned out. He has said the 
opportunity was the kind that comes around once in a 
career.

Dierks and fellow artist Elle King performed their duet, 
“Different for Girls,” at the 50th annual Country Music 
Association (ACM) Awards in 2016.
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