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Hometown Star

4

Well, would you look at that,” Mom said as she 
pulled the family SUV to the side of the road in 

front of a sign with a familiar name on it. She, her 
husband, and their sons Brian and Justin were traveling to 
the Windy City Smokeout in Chicago. Some of the 
biggest stars in country music were scheduled to perform. 
The boys had asked if they could drive through the town 
of Paris, Illinois, on their way to the festival. Paris was the 
hometown of their favorite country musician.

“Welcome to Paris,” Brian read aloud from the sign. 
“Hometown of Country Music Recording Artist Brett 
Eldredge.” A few minutes later, Mom pulled into the 
parking lot of a pizza place. They wanted to eat lunch 
before getting back on the highway for the final stretch of 
their drive. From the lot, Brian and Justin saw an 
electronic billboard with Brett’s picture on it.

“

Once inside, the brothers rushed over to the 
waitress who was wiping down tables.  

Do you know Brett Eldredge?“ ”
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Brett spends much of his time performing live. He is 
pictured here at the 4th ACM Party For A Cause Festival 
in Las Vegas in 2016.

Once inside, the brothers rushed over to the waitress 
who was wiping down tables. “Do you know Brett 
Eldredge?” Justin asked. His father smiled, holding back a 
laugh. It seemed that they assumed everyone in town 
knew the famous singer.

“I sure do,” the waitress replied. “In fact, I know 
several members of his family—very nice people. Paris is 
a pretty small town. We are quite proud to say Brett is 
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CHAPTER 1

from here.” She told the boys she hoped they would 
enjoy their meal as she returned to her work. But they 
were so excited to meet someone who actually knew their 
idol that they barely ate a slice of pizza each.

Home and Away
Brett Eldredge is one of the most popular names in 
country music today. His popularity doesn’t stop him from 
going back to his hometown for regular visits. He has said 
that the cornfields, cow pastures, and nearby Twin Lakes 
(divided by a highway passing between them) never seem 
to change, which he loves. He adds that returning to Paris 
helps him deal with the stress of all the time he spends 
on the road. He even named his 2015 album Illinois after 
his home state.

In the last few years, Brett has logged lots of miles on 
the road. Since rising to stardom in 2010, Brett has toured 

with such big names as Luke Bryan, 
Brad Paisley, Thomas Rhett, and 

even Taylor Swift. Sometimes he 
is on the road for as long as two 

months. As hard as touring can be, 
Brett enjoys the experience. It 

has given him a chance to 
see the United States and 

meet many new people. 
He is thankful when his 

fans come up to 
him and share 

how much they 
love his 

Taylor
Swift
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songs. He says that those 
moments make him want to 
keep performing.

Brett wasn’t always at ease 
performing in front of people. 
When he was a child and sang 
for his family, he insisted on 
being in another room so no 
one could watch him. Eventually 
Brett got used to singing in 
front of crowds. He even realized that the energy from all 
those people helps him keep the show going.

Just like the young people who now idolize Brett, he 
has music idols of his own. One of them is Frank Sinatra. 
When Brett was a teenager, he worked as a disc jockey at 
weddings. Sometimes he 
would sing Sinatra’s songs at 
those events. That probably 
helped him get over his fear 
of performing in front of 
others. He has said that he 
hopes his songs take his 
fans back in time to fond 
memories, like Sinatra’s 
songs do for him. This was 
the meaning behind his 
2015 single “Wanna Be That 
Song.” Of all the songs he 
had written, he told 
Entertainment Weekly in 
2016, it was his favorite.

Frank
Sinatra
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