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1 Ready to Roll

Mom! Can I borrow your guitar?” asked Andrea’s 
daughter Jaime.

Andrea hadn’t thought about the instrument in 
years. But as she made her way to the hallway closet 
where she kept it, a smile started spreading across her 
face. Oh, how she had loved playing that acoustic 
guitar! She often used it to sing Jaime to sleep when she 
was a toddler. Now Jaime was in the eighth grade. That 
old guitar hadn’t seen the light of day since she was in 
elementary school.

“Sure,” Andrea said as she shoved the coats and 
jackets aside so Jaime could reach the tall black case. 
“Do you want to learn how to play it?”

“Nope. I just need it as a prop,” Jaime answered as 
she spotted her mom’s white leather jacket. It had called 
the closet home even longer than the guitar. “Ooh, and 
how about this? Could I borrow this, too? Tomorrow is 
Eighties Day at school, and I want to go as Maren 
Morris.”

Andrea had to chuckle. “You do realize that Maren 
Morris wasn’t even alive during the eighties, right?”

“Of course she wasn’t!” Jaime answered, rolling her 
eyes for a moment before catching herself. She knew 

“
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that her mom hated it 
when she rolled her eyes. 
“But Maren Morris sings 
that song ‘80s Mercedes.’ I 
found Dad’s old Mercedes 
keychain in the junk 
drawer, and I’m going to 
wear it on the belt of my 
jeans. What do you 
think?”

“I think you should let me give you a 
guitar lesson. No sense in carrying around a 
guitar all day if you can’t play a single chord. 
Can you let me listen to that song? Maybe I 

can teach you a bit of it.”
To Andrea, playing a guitar was 

just like riding a bike. Even though it 
had been years since she had 
strummed her Fender six-string, she 
could still play it as easily as ever. 

People said she had an ear for 
music. She could hear a song on 
the radio and pick out the chords 
in just a few minutes. She taught 
herself to play when she was a 
teenager herself.

“How long do you think it 
would take me to learn the whole 

song?” Jaime asked anxiously.
“It could take some time,” Andrea cautioned. “But if 

you keep working at it, you could learn that one and many 
more. You don’t think Maren Morris learned to play 
overnight, do you? I’ve read that she was about your age 
when she started playing.”

To Andrea, 
playing a 

guitar was 
just like 
riding a 

bike.
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“I’d love to be able to play like 
her,” Jaime said. She scrolled through 
the songs on her smartphone before 
finding “80s Mercedes” and hitting 
Play. After listening to the melody, 
Andrea started strumming the chorus 
and singing along to the catchy tune.

“Hey, you’re pretty good at 
that,” Jaime said, sounding a bit 
shocked. She had forgotten how 
talented her mother was. “You 
really think I could learn it?”

“I sure do,” Andrea assured 
her. She knew her daughter could 
do anything she set her mind to 
accomplishing.

“Maybe we could have a lesson 
each night, if you want,” Jaime 
suggested.

“I think that sounds like a great 
idea,” Andrea replied. “Now let’s 
see what we can do about finding 
my old Wayfarer sunglasses for you. 
They go great with that jacket.”

Maren Morris burst onto the country 
music scene in January, 2016 with her 
digital single, “My Church.” The song 
compared listening to music while driving 
to a religious experience. Apparently, many 
listeners could relate to Maren’s take. The 
song received 2.5 million streams in about a 
month. She recorded her first mainstream 

* * * *
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album, Hero, a year later. It too 
was a hit, reaching the top spot on 

the Top Country Albums chart.
Maren is part of a new 
movement in country 

music that embraces 
individuality. She 

doesn’t try to sound 
like other successful 
artists. “There are so 
many times I turn on 

the radio and I hear a 
guy and I have no idea who 
it is because it sounds like 
four other people,” she 
told Rolling Stone in 2016. 
Maren doesn’t worry what 
people will think of her. 

She simply writes and 
records music from her heart. 
Her songs reflect her 
personality and talent. And 
her fans respond to that 
honesty by buying her music 
and showing up at her 
concerts. She has also earned 
herself an Academy of 
Country Music (ACM) 
award, a Country Music 
Association (CMA) award, 
and a Grammy.

Grammy
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