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1 Hard Work
Forever Pays

Yes!” shouted Kyle as the last note of the song 
echoed from his portable keyboard. “I think it’s 

done,” he told his friend Jon, who was smiling as 
widely as Kyle. It had been a long day. But the boys 
hoped all their hard work would pay off. They had 
been writing songs together ever since they met two 
years earlier in the sixth grade. Now they were finally 
old enough to enter the Young Songwriters 
Competition. That was a contest sponsored by the 
music store where they had both taken piano lessons for 
even longer than they’d been friends.

The contest always attracted hundreds of entries. 
The winners got to make a high-quality demo of their 
song in the store’s recording studio. Then it would be 
played on the weekly pop countdown of a local radio 
station. Several previous winners had sold their songs 
to successful artists. A couple had even gotten record 
contracts. Kyle and Jon wanted more than anything to 
follow in the footsteps of those talented songwriters.

“I think we have a shot with this one,” Jon said. 
“We could actually have careers in the music business.”

“



6

“You’re dreaming,” scoffed 
Kyle’s older sister as she opened 
the fridge on the other side of the 
family’s great room and grabbed a 
yogurt drink. The boys didn’t 
realize that Marissa had been 
listening. She never had anything 
positive to say about their music—
nor about anything else lately. “Do 
you realize what a longshot that 
is?” She had a white earbud in one 
ear while the other bud dangled 
below her elbow. The Wiz Khalifa 
song “See You Again” blared from 
the tiny speaker.

“We do know,” Jon said. “But 
we’ve got just as good a shot as 
anyone else.” As she rolled her 

eyes, he continued. “That song 
you’re listening to was once a 
longshot as well. Charlie Puth 
wrote it for the movie Furious 7. 
More than a hundred other 
songwriters submitted songs to 
play during Paul Walker’s final 
scene in the movie. But the 
producers chose his. That song 
is the reason why he is so 
successful today.”

“That’s interesting. You 
seem to know a lot about 
music,” Marissa said as she 
glanced down at her phone on 
the other end of the 

Charlie 
Puth never 
thought he 

would 
become a 
successful 
singer. He 
came to  

Los Angeles 
to try to 
make a 

living as a 
songwriter.
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Charlie even got to attend the premiere of Furious 7 with Wiz 
Khalifa in Los Angeles in April of 2015.

headphones. “Who knows? Maybe you will win,” she said. 
“I only heard the end of your song, but it wasn’t terrible.” 
Coming from Marissa, those words were high praise.

Charlie Puth never thought he would become a successful 
singer. He came to Los Angeles to try to make a living as a 
songwriter. But when Atlantic Records and the producers 
of Furious 7 chose his song for the film’s soundtrack, they 
also asked him to sing some of the lyrics on the track. He 
has said that being asked to perform the song with Wiz 
Khalifa made that day the best of his young life.

Charlie had a special connection to the song. Actor 
Paul Walker died in a car accident in late 2013 during the 

* * * *
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filming of Furious 7. His death left his family, friends, and 
millions of fans heartbroken. “See You Again” would be 
the song that played as the film said goodbye to Walker’s 
character, Brian O’Conner. Sadly, Charlie had also lost a 
dear friend in a motor vehicle accident. This friend had 
always encouraged his musical career, assuring him that 

one day he would have a number-
one song. His heartfelt support 

inspired Charlie to write “See 
You Again” in the friend’s 
memory. And just as his friend 
had predicted, it reached the 

top spot on the Hot 100 Chart on 
April 25, 2015. It stayed there 

for three months.
The song’s music and 

lyrics came to Charlie 
quickly. It took him 

only ten minutes 
with DJ Frank E to 
write the chorus. 
Charlie loved the 
idea of the song 
being used to 
honor the late 
actor along with 
his friend. He 
hoped it would 
provide some 
comfort for 
people who had 
lost loved ones.

Paul
Walker
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