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Toronto
Gets a 

Shot

Ten years is a long time to wait. For Canadian soccer 
fans, that’s how long it took to get a Major League 

Soccer (MLS) team of their own.
Canada is the second-largest country in the world. Just 

north of the United States, it is home to more than 35 
million people. Most live near the U.S. border. Many live in 
cities such as Vancouver and Montreal. Nearly 3 million 
call Toronto home. When Major League Soccer added new 
teams, Canada’s largest city seemed perfect.

Soccer is the most popular sport in the world. It is 
played across Asia and Africa. It is played in Australia. It is 
enjoyed in the countries of South America. Many top 
players are on European teams.
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Great Britain is an island just west of the European mainland. Well-
known teams such as Manchester United and Chelsea FC play there. 
Both have fans across the globe.

Like the United States, Canada was once a British colony. People 
who moved there often brought a love of soccer with them. 

In 1876, Toronto hosted its first organized game. The two soccer 
teams seemed focused on other sports. The match was between the 
Carlton Cricket Club and Toronto Lacrosse Club. The next 
year, the first soccer organization outside of Britain 
formed in Toronto. The Dominion Football 
Association would be the first of many. 
“Football” is what most people in the 
rest of the world call soccer.

Beginning with the National 
Soccer League in 1926, pro and 
semipro leagues came and went. 
Toronto celebrated local teams 
such as the Falcons, the Metros, 
and the Blizzards. None lasted 
very long. Still, soccer and 
hockey remained the country’s 
favorite sports.



In the United States, several pro soccer leagues went broke. 
In the beginning, MLS almost shared their fate. 

The best-known tournament in soccer is the World Cup. 
Held every four years, it attracts the best players. They compete 
for their home countries hoping to qualify. Each World Cup is 
held in a different host country. In 1988, the United States bid 
for a chance to be a host. American soccer fans were excited. 
Others were shocked. The United States hadn’t even qualified 
since 1950!

The United States was given the chance. There was a 
condition. The World Cup wanted the United States to create a 
professional Division One League. It would have top players. 
They would be well paid. Major League Soccer was born.

The World Cup arrived in the United States in 1994. 
Everyone noticed how popular soccer was in the country. Every 
match attracted close to 70,000 screaming fans. This World Cup 
attendance record still stands today.

Major League Soccer began two years later. It started with 10 
teams, including the Kansas City Wizards and Tampa Bay 
Mutiny. Both disappeared. By the early 2000s, MLS was also in 
trouble. Some teams were losing money. Games were often 
played in huge football stadiums. Sometimes there were more 
empty seats than fans.
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