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illions of people around the world love soccer. Some
&8 people enjoy playing the game. Others love to watch
their favorite club in action. Soccer is the most popular sport
in the world. More than 240 million people play soccer.
Soccer, called football in most places, is played in almost
every country in the world.

The rules of soccer are pretty simple. The idea is to kick a
ball down the field and into the goal to score a point.
Historians believe the modern form of soccer began in
England hundreds of years ago. People from Europe brought
the game to the United States during the 1850s.




Countries in Europe had football clubs for many years. But the

first North American league did not begin until 1968. That year,
17 clubs formed the North American Soccer League, or NASL.
Many players came from other countries to play in the NASL.
However, the NASL made up different rules than other soccer
leagues around the world. The league also had money problems.
In 1984, the NASL went out of business.

Soccer fans in America could still watch matches from other
countries. Americans turned their attention to the World Cup.
The World Cup is the world’s biggest soccer championship. It is
run by an organization called Federation Internationale de
Football Association, or FIFA. Clubs from all over the world play
in the World Cup every four years.
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Fans packed the stands during MLS’s opening season in 1996. Soccer
fans were thrilled to finally have a professional soccer league in the U.S.

The United States wanted to host the World Cup, but FIFA
said no because the United States did not have a professional
soccer league. Finally, in 1994, FIFA said the World Cup could be
played in the United States if the United States promised to start a
professional league. That league would follow the same rules as
all other countries. The United States agreed and Major League
Soccer (MLS) was born. The first MLS season was in 1996.

MLS started with 10 clubs. Those clubs were the Colorado
Rapids, the Columbus Crew, the Dallas Burn, D.C. United, the
Kansas City Wiz, the Los Angeles Galaxy, the New England
Revolution, the New York/New Jersey MetroStars, the San Jose
Clash, and the Tampa Bay Mutiny.
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