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Fishy Stories
You might think Chihuahuas and goldfish don’t have 
much in common. Sure, they are both popular pets. 
Other than that, how could they be alike?

Chihuahuas and goldfish are different from their wild 
cousins. They don’t look like wolves or carp. The reason 
is selective breeding. This can mean selecting the 
smallest dog from many litters of puppies. When those 
small dogs have their own puppies, some will be even 
smaller.

The world’s first house fish was selectively bred more 
than 1,000 years ago. In China, people bred the carp that 
looked orange. They carefully raised those orange fish. 
The fish only bred with other orange fish. 

Today there are more than 125 breeds of goldfish. 
Besides the familiar orange color, there are black ones, 
white ones, and red ones. The Celestial Eye goldfish has 
upward-facing eyes. The Lionhead goldfish has a mane-
like growth on its head. You will probably start with a 
common gold fish. Fancy goldfish require special care.
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Goldfish need less care than most pets. They are fine 
being left alone all day. They can go without food for 
weeks. Yet goldfish owners say they are entertaining. After 
a few weeks of feeding, they will get to know you. Some 
will watch you through the aquarium glass. Others splash 
when their special person enters the room. Just remember, 
even a little fish will not be happy in a tiny bowl.
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