
at the TV Station

H
ow

 It H
ap

p
en

s at th
e TV

 Station

By Shawndra Shofner  •  Photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe

Sh
ofn

er/W
olfe

TV cover  12/7/11  5:16 PM  Page 1



The publisher would like to thank the employees of WCCO TV for their generous help with this book. All
photogaphs by Bob and Diane Wolfe except page 28 (bottom), WCCO.

Copyright © 2009 by Clara House Books, a division of The Oliver Press, Inc. All rights reserved.  No part of this
book may be reproduced in any form or by any means without permission in writing from the publisher.  Please
address inquiries to:

Clara House Books
The Oliver Press, Inc.
Charlotte Square
5707 West 36th Street
Minneapolis, MN  55416-2510

Publisher Cataloging Information

Shofner, Shawndra
How it happens at the TV station / by Shawndra Shofner ; photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe.

p. cm.
Includes index.
ISBN 9781934545-317
Summary: Text and photographs tell of the different people who are a part of a television newscast and some

of the special equipment used to produce television news.
1.  Television broadcasting of news—Juvenile literature    2.  Television broadcasting of news—Vocational

guidance—Juvenile literature    3.  Television stations—Employees—Juvenile literature    [1.  Television
broadcasting of news    2.  Occupations]    I.  Wolfe, Robert L.    II.  Wolfe, Diane    III.  Title    IV.  Title: At the
TV station

070.1/95—dc22

ISBN 9781934545-317
Printed in the United States of America
12   11   10   09          4   3   2   1  

HIH TV 2011  12/7/11  9:27 AM  Page 2



Every day, millions of people turn on the TV news. Some want information about
politics. Others tune in for weather reports. Still others watch the newscasts to learn about
special events and local projects. Just what does it take to put on a newscast? Let’s go behind
the scenes at one station to find out. Lights! Camera! Action! 
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News Production
The assignment desk is where the action begins in this newsroom. News assignment editors
are people who collect story ideas 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Story ideas come in by
telephone, email, and police and fire scanners. It’s important for assignment editors to know
what’s happening in their community. They do this by surfing the Internet, reading
newspapers, and watching other televised news programs.
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The assignment board keeps the entire newsroom
informed about what stories are being covered, by
whom, and where. If breaking news comes in, for
example, about a building fire or car crash, the board
helps the assignment editors find the closest reporter
to send to cover the story. 
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The station’s staff of assignment editors, reporters, producers, and anchors gathers every
day at 10:00 AM and 2:30 PM to talk about what stories they should cover for upcoming
newscasts. They each bring in as many story ideas as they can think of. All of the ideas are
written on a white board. They discuss each idea and decide which ones are better than
others. By the end of the meeting, they will have agreed on what stories—or assignments—
the reporters will cover.
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Reporters work at their desks in a large open space called the newsroom.  There they
make telephone calls, do computer research, and write stories.  
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