
at the Cereal Company

H
ow

 It H
ap

p
en

s at th
e Cereal Com

p
an

y

By Megan Rocker  •  Photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe

Rocker/W
olfe

Cereal Cover  12/7/11  5:15 PM  Page 1



The publisher would like to thank Malt-O-Meal Company and its
employees for their generous help with this book.

All photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe except p. 1 (Icon Productions) and 
back cover (Malt-O-Meal Company).

Copyright ©2004 by Clara House Books, a division of The Oliver Press, Inc.
All rights reserved.
No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means without permission
in writing from the publisher.  Please address inquiries to:

Clara House Books
The Oliver Press, Inc.
Charlotte Square
5707 West 36th Street
Minneapolis, MN  55416-2510

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Rocker, Megan, 1976-

How it happens at the cereal company / by Megan Rocker; photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe.
p. cm.

ISBN 9781934545-249
1. Cereals, Prepared—Juvenile literature.  I. Title: At the cereal company.  II. Title.

TP435.C4R63 2004
664'.756—dc22

2004045579

ISBN 9781934545-249
Printed in the United States of America
10 09 08 07 06 05 04            8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Cereal 2011  12/7/11  9:07 AM  Page 2



Cereal is many people’s favorite breakfast food.  It’s healthy and easy to prepare, and it
comes in enough varieties to please almost everyone.  Some cereal eaters prefer simple corn
or wheat flakes, others crave kinds with nuts, raisins, or berries, and still others love frosted,
brightly colored cereals in fun shapes.  

Cereal can taste like chocolate, cinnamon, or a rainbow of fruit flavors.  It can be
crunchy, puffy, or filled with marshmallows.  How do cereal companies create so many
different, delicious products?  This book will show you step by step how a package of
breakfast cereal reaches your table.
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Ingredients
Making cereal starts with basic ingredients.  Some are familiar ones you might find in your
kitchen, such as flour, oil, sugar, and salt.  Others are special ones you may not have seen
before.  For example, vitamins and minerals (such as iron) make the cereal more nutritious,
and dyes make it more colorful.  This company makes many kinds of cereal, so it uses a
variety of ingredients to create different looks, tastes, and textures.
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Many ingredients, including flour and sugar, come to the cereal factory in large trucks.
Long hoses carry the ingredients out of the trucks and into storage bins.
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These huge tanks hold sweeteners like molasses and corn syrup until they are ready to be
used.
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Workers use computers to control the machines that move ingredients from place to
place and mix them together to make cereal.  The computer shown here runs the cooking
machines.
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