
at the Building Site

H
ow

 It H
ap

p
en

s at th
e Bu

ild
in

g
 Site

By Jenna Anderson  •  Photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe

A
n

d
erson

/W
olfe

Building Cover 2011  11/17/11  10:21 AM  Page 1



The publisher would like to thank Christian Builders, Inc., and its
employees for their generous help with this book.

All photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe except pp. 1 (Photodisc), 3 (Christian Builders, Inc.), 
13 (Christian Builders, Inc.), 31 (Christian Builders, Inc.), and back cover (Photodisc).

Copyright ©2004 by Clara House Books, a division of The Oliver Press, Inc.
All rights reserved.
No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means without permission
in writing from the publisher.  Please address inquiries to:

Clara House Books
The Oliver Press, Inc.
Charlotte Square
5707 West 36th Street
Minneapolis, MN  55416-2510

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Anderson, Jenna, 1977-

How it happens at the building site / by Jenna Anderson ; photographs by Bob and Diane Wolfe.
p. cm.

ISBN 1-881508-95-1
1. House construction—Juvenile literature.  I. Title: At the building site.  II. Wolfe, Robert L.  
III. Wolfe, Diane.  IV. Title.

TH4811.5.A6 2004
690'.837—dc22

2004043910

ISBN 1-881508-95-1
Printed in the United States of America
10 09 08 07 06 05 04            8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Building 2011  11/17/11  10:16 AM  Page 2



Imagine yourself standing in the living room of your brand-new home.  You can smell the
fresh paint, feel the soft carpet, and watch the fire blazing in the fireplace.  It seems hard to
believe, but only a few months ago this was a busy construction site.  The shouts of workers,
the pounding of hammers, and the smell of sawdust filled the air.  How did a finished house
come from all that noisy activity?

Building a house is a long and complex process.  It takes many types of workers, including
carpenters, roofers, electricians, and plumbers.  This book will show how all these people
work together to build a house from the ground up.
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Surveying
The first step in building a house is defining the edges of the lot.  The lot is the piece of
land the house will stand on, along with the yard around it.  The next step is figuring out
where to place the house.  Laws say that houses need to be a certain distance away from
roads and other buildings.  

Both these jobs are done by workers called surveyors.  Plans like this one tell them the
size and shape of the house.
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The surveyors use a special tool called a
total station to measure distances and angles
so they can mark out the edges of the house
and lot.  
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Foundation
Workers use a backhoe (left) and a bulldozer to dig a hole where the house will be.
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Inside the hole, workers build the foundation that will support the house.  Wet concrete
is poured into forms to make the footings, or base, for the house.  Then workers make walls
out of lightweight concrete bricks called cinder blocks.  
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