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What if you wanted a vehicle you could use to take a trail ride, mow your lawn, and carry
your camping gear?  Cars, trucks, and mountain bikes might be able to do some of these
things, but an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) can do all three—and more.  

Millions of people use these rugged four-wheelers for work and fun every day.  ATVs are
carefully designed and built to drive off-road, help with yard and farm chores, and transport
gear for hunters and campers.  This book will give you a behind-the-scenes look at how
such multipurpose vehicles are made.
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Frame
The first step in building an ATV is making the frame—the structure that will support the
engine, the wheels, and many other parts.  The frame is made of a hard, strong metal called
steel.  Here, a worker puts the different frame pieces in order on a rack.
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The pieces are joined together by welding—heating and melting them at the spot where
they meet.  Welding can be hot and sometimes dangerous, so machines called robots are
programmed to do the work.  
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Next, the frame and other metal parts are loaded onto racks that will carry them through
the painting process.  The springs shown here are part of the shock system, which makes
riding on an ATV less bumpy.  
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The racks hang on a track that runs throughout the plant.  This way, they can be moved
easily from place to place.
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