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Introduction
Dear	Parents	and	Educators,

The	world	is	changing	quickly.	Each	day	we	move	closer	to	a	true	global
community,	held	together	by	ideas,	technology,	and	collaboration.	In	this
competitive	global	community,	the	need	to	empower	children	with	specialized
twenty-first	century	skills	becomes	increasingly	evident.	In	turn,	this	has	led
many	schools	to	invest	heavily	in	technology	to	keep	children	competitive	in
the	future	global	job	market.

Children	born	into	this	global	community	think	and	learn	differently	than
their	parents	and	grandparents	did.	They	are	constantly	surrounded	by	digital
mediums,	all	vying	for	their	attention.	As	a	parent	and	educator,	it	is
important	to	consider	what	types	of	technology—and	more	importantly,	what
types	of	information—we	present	to	our	children.	And	because	we	compete
with	so	much	additional	stimuli,	it	is	vital	to	choose	carefully	the	most
effective	and	concise	tools	to	use,	as	well	as	the	best	practices	in	which	to
present	knowledge.	This	book	has	been	written	with	all	of	this	in	mind.

110	Amazing	Apps	for	Education	provides	parents	and	educators	the
opportunity	to	quickly	locate	curriculum-based	apps	that	are	perfect	and
worthwhile	for	classroom	or	home	use.	The	apps	chosen	have	been
specifically	culled	to	help	children	master	twenty-first	century	skills,	as	well
as	to	sharpen	their	skills	across	the	academic	curriculum.	Specific	suggestions
are	offered	for	using	the	apps	in	the	classroom	and	at	home.	And	every	app
presented	is	fun,	engaging,	and	sure	to	increase	student	knowledge	and	skills.
Best	of	all,	you	as	a	parent	or	educator	are	sure	to	enjoy	them,	too!

With	best	wishes	for	your	success,

James	Anderson,	M.S.Ed.
Technology	Editor



How	to	Use	This	Book
A	Word	About	Apps
Incorporating	technology	into	homes	and	classrooms	is	easier	than	it	has	ever
been.	With	just	a	tap	of	a	finger,	you	can	unlock	a	whole	world	of	educational
information	from	which	your	children	and	students	will	benefit.	For	teachers,
this	means	having	the	information	you	need	to	supplement	a	lesson	within
seconds.	For	parents,	this	means	making	sure	your	child	gets	the	most	out	of
his	or	her	education,	even	at	home.	The	apps	in	this	book	have	been	carefully
chosen	to	meet	your	child’s	educational	needs.

How	to	Purchase	and	Download	an	App
Purchase	and	download	an	app	on	a	computer	or	directly	on	a	mobile	device
(tablet	or	phone).

On	a	Computer

Apps	are	available	for	purchase	from	the	iTunes®	store	for	Apple®	and
Google	Play	and	the	Amazon™	Appstore	for	Android.

Example	Using	iTunes

Open	iTunes,	and	select	the	iTunes	store.

Place	the	cursor	into	the	search	field	and	type	in	an	app	title	or
developer	name.

Find	the	iPad	section	in	the	search	results	and	click	the	see	all	link.

Find	the	app	you	would	like	to	download	and	click	the	button	to
download.

Note:	To	purchase	Android™	Apps	from	Google	Play	or	the	Amazon™
Appstore	for	Android,	visit:

• Google	Play:	http://play.google.com

• Amazon	Appstore:	http://www.amazon.com

http://play.google.com
http://www.amazon.com


From	Your	Mobile	Device

Each	mobile	device	(tablet	or	phone)	includes	a	built-in	app	for	purchasing
and	downloading	apps.

Example	Using	an	iPad	or	iPhone

Tap	the	App	Store	icon.	(Note:	Your	device	must	be	connected	to	the
internet	to	browse	the	App	Store.)

type	the	title	of	the	app	in	the	search	field	to	locate	the	app	by	title.

Find	the	iPad	section	in	the	search	results	and	tap	the	see	all	link.

Select	the	app	you	wish	to	purchase

Click	on	the	price	beneath	the	icon	to	purchase	the	app.

The	app	is	now	ready	to	use.	Scroll	through	the	home	screen	to	locate	the	app.



How	to	Connect	to	the	Internet
An	app	may	require	you	to	connect	your	mobile	device	to	the	Internet	to	use
it.

Example	Using	an	iPad	or	iPhone

Tap	the	Settings	icon	on	the	home	screen.

Select	the	Wi-Fi	tab.

Make	sure	Wi-Fi	is	turned	on	and	that	your	network	is	selected.

To	connect	to	your	network,	find	the	network	name.	Tap	on	it,	and
enter	the	network	password.



How	to	Locate	Additional	Settings	for	Apps
Some	apps	allow	you	to	change	settings	from	within	the	app	itself.	Other	apps
allow	you	to	change	additional	settings	from	the	Settings	menu	on	your
device.

Example	Using	an	iPad	or	iPhone

Tap	the	Settings	icon	on	the	home	screen.

Scroll	through	the	list	of	apps	and	select	an	app	to	review	its	settings.

A	list	of	settings	for	that	app	will	appear.	Adjust	the	settings	to	fit	your
learning	needs.

All	changes	will	be	applied	to	the	app	as	you	exit	the	Settings	menu	by
clicking	the	home	button.





Projecting	Your	Apps	in	the	Classroom
For	many	of	the	apps	presented	in	this	book,	it	is	beneficial	to	project	the
screen	of	your	mobile	device	for	all	students	in	a	classroom	to	view.	Many
mobile	devices	have	an	adapter	for	purchase	that	will	allow	you	to	directly
connect	it	to	a	projector.	If	an	adapter	is	not	available,	placing	your	mobile
device	under	a	document	camera	will	provide	a	similar	result.	Some	mobile
devices	and	projectors	allow	wireless	connections	as	well.	Choose	the	method
that	is	most	appropriate	for	you.

How	I	Use	My	Apps	Pages
A	page	has	been	provided	at	the	beginning	of	each	section	to	allow	you	to
take	notes	about	the	apps	you	are	using.	Use	this	page	to	note	additional
lesson	ideas	and	reflections.	Or,	list	other	useful	apps	that	could	compliment
those	provided	in	each	section	of	this	book.





ABC	Animals
Critical	Matter,	Inc.

Suggested	Grades
Pre-K–K

Available
iTunes,	Amazon

Description

ABC	Animals	is	an	interactive	flash	card	app	that	will	motivate	children	to
recognize,	say,	and	write	the	letters	of	the	alphabet.	Listen	to	the	name	of	the
letter	and	animal.	Then,	double	tap	the	card	to	flip	it	over	and	practice	writing
the	letter.	Shake	your	device	to	erase	and	write	the	letter	again.	ABC	Animals
includes	the	following	key	features:

❯ Letter	cards	that	include	uppercase	and	lowercase	letters	along	with	an
illustration

❯ Card	Randomizer

❯ Choice	of	D’Nealian	or	Zaner-Bloser	handwriting	methods

❯ Alphabet	practice	in	English,	French,	German,	or	Spanish

Note:	Features	can	be	adjusted	from	your	mobile	device’s	Settings	menu.



At	School

❯ In	pairs,	instruct	students	to	say	each	letter	and	animal	displayed.	Then,
have	students	practice	writing	letters	on	the	back	of	each	card.	Arrows
and	dotted	lines	are	available	to	help	students	write	each	letter	correctly.
Demonstrate	how	to	carefully	share	the	mobile	device	so	that	students
may	take	turns	writing.

❯ In	teacher-led	small	groups,	help	students	write	each	letter.	Monitor	that
they	are	making	the	correct	stroke	marks,	in	the	right	order.

❯ In	a	whole-group	instructional	setting,	connect	your	mobile	device	to	a
projector.	Display	the	flash	cards,	and	practice	saying	the	letters	and
animal	names	as	a	group.	Demonstrate	how	to	write	each	letter	using	the
mobile	device,	and	ask	for	volunteers	to	write	letters	in	front	of	the	class.

At	Home

❯ Disable	the	audio	for	the	app.	Flip	through	each	flash	card.	As	you	do,
have	your	child	point	to	each	letter	and	animal	and	say	the	name	of	each
aloud.

❯ Encourage	your	child	to	write	on	the	back	of	the	flash	card	using	the
arrows	or	dotted	line	guides.	Then,	have	him	or	her	practice	without	the
guides.

❯ After	using	ABC	Animals,	work	with	your	child	to	spot	the	letters	in
favorite	books	and	even	on	signs	and	buildings	in	the	world	around	you.



Wheels	on	the	Bus
Duck	Duck	Moose

Suggested	Grades
Pre-K–K

Available
iTunes,	Google	Play,	Amazon

Description

Watch	this	popular	children’s	song	come	alive	with	spinning	bus	wheels,
swishing	windshield	wipers,	barking	dogs,	and	more!	Kids	will	love	to
explore	this	musical	storybook	to	find	the	hidden	animations.	Itsy	Bitsy
Spider,	Baa	Baa	Black	Sheep,	and	Old	Mac	Donald	apps	are	also	available
from	Duck	Duck	Moose.	Wheels	on	the	Bus	includes	the	following	key
features:

❯ Singing	in	English,	Spanish,	French,	German,	or	Italian

❯ Record	function

❯ Song	played	in	violin,	cello,	piano,	or	kazoo

Note:	Features	can	be	adjusted	from	your	mobile	device’s	Settings	menu.

At	School



❯ In	teacher-led	small	groups,	have	students	record	themselves	singing	the
song.	Allow	students	time	to	play	their	recorded	song	to	another	group	or
to	the	class.

❯ In	a	whole-group	instructional	setting,	connect	your	mobile	device	to	a
projector.	Enable	the	Auto	Turn	Pages	function	in	the	Settings	menu.
Point	to	the	words	of	the	song	as	they	are	sung.	Teach	students	hand
motions	to	match	the	lyrics.	Encourage	them	to	sing	the	lyrics	that	they
know.

❯ As	an	extension,	have	students	design	a	new	page	for	the	app.	Have
them	create	a	new	verse	for	the	song,	draw	what	the	new	page	would
look	like,	and	describe	one	or	two	animations	that	could	make	their	new
page	more	engaging.

At	Home

❯ Teach	your	child	how	to	navigate	the	app.	Tap	various	objects	on	the
screen	to	demonstrate	how	to	find	hidden	animations.

❯ Allow	your	child	to	listen	to	the	song	played	with	different	instruments.

❯ Ask	your	child	to	help	you	record	your	own	version	of	the	song.
Encourage	him	or	her	to	sing	with	you.	Play	the	recording	for	other
family	members.

❯ After	using	Wheels	on	the	Bus,	work	with	your	child	to	create	additional
lyrics	to	the	song.	Have	your	child	sing	the	new	lyrics.



Speech	with	Milo:	Prepositions
Doonan	Speech	Therapy,	Inc.

Suggested	Grades
Pre-K–1

Available
iTunes

Description

The	adorable	mouse	Milo	is	eager	to	help	teach	prepositions,	such	as	above,
below,	and	across,	along	with	20	others.	Unlike	basic	flash	cards,	this	app
uses	fun	animations	to	keep	children	interested	while	learning.	Speech	with
Milo:	Verbs,	Interactive	Storybook,	and	Sequencing	apps	are	also	available
from	Doonan	Speech	Therapy,	Inc.	Speech	with	Milo:	Prepositions	includes
the	following	key	features:

❯ Option	to	activate	or	deselect	words	from	the	word	pool

❯ Option	to	show	words	in	random	order

❯ Background	music	on/off	switch

At	School

❯ Place	this	app	in	a	center	and	allow	students	to	practice	at	least	five



prepositions	with	Milo.

❯ In	pairs,	instruct	students	to	take	turns	saying	preposition	opposites.	For
example,	if	one	student	says,	“over,”	the	other	student	should	reply,
“under.”

❯ In	teacher-led	small	groups,	have	students	answer	Where	questions.
Have	them	explain	where	Milo	is	and	how	he	got	there.

❯ In	a	whole-group	instructional	setting,	connect	your	mobile	device	to	a
projector.	Adjust	the	app	settings	to	select	the	prepositions	you	would
like	to	teach.	Display	a	preposition	activity	page.	Allow	students	to	hear
the	phrase.	Divide	the	class	into	groups	and	have	students	act	out	the
phrase.

At	Home

❯ Allow	your	child	to	listen	to	the	preposition	and	prepositional	phrase.
Then,	help	him	or	her	come	up	with	an	additional	sentence	using	that
preposition.

❯ Encourage	your	child	to	say	the	preposition	with	the	recording.	Have
him	or	her	repeat	the	prepositional	phrase.

❯ Help	your	child	create	hand	motions	to	go	along	with	each	word	or
phrase.

❯ After	using	Speech	with	Milo:	Prepositions,	work	with	your	child	to	use
prepositions	to	describe	the	world	around	you.
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