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When it comes to winning, I’ll do anything it takes.
Some people say you play for fun, but not me.
���������������My mom always tells  me winning isn’t
everything, but I think she’s wrong.
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My basketball team hadn’t lost a game in like
FOREVER. Of course, I’m the best player on
the team, but we still have other girls  who are
pretty good. Last Friday, we were in a really
close game. With 15 seconds left, we were up
40-39. A girl from the other team went up
for a lay-up. Somehow, my hand grabbed her
ponytail and yanked her to the ground.
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I’m glad that wasn’t my hair! I thought I got away with it, but the ref called me
for a foul. The girl made both free throws, and her team went up by a point. Oh well, it
was worth a try. My coach called a time-out.
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I wondered what play he was going to call.

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE
let me be the one to make the last shot!
I would be the hero, and they could carry
me off the court for winning the game.
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Coach told all the girls  where he wanted
them to go. Well, that’s weird. He never
mentioned my name.

“Hey Coach, do you want me to take
the last shot?”

“No, I want you to sit on the bench and
I’m pretty sure you know why,” he said.

Obviously, we ended up losing the game.
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I pretended to feel sick so I wouldn’t have to go shake hands with the other team.
Afterwards, Coach told me to stick around because he wanted to talk.

“Kelsey, do you have any idea why I pulled you out?”

“Yeah, I guess you didn’t want to win.”

“Not true. You did something on purpose that
needs to be addressed. You could have hurt that
girl. When you cheat like that, you never win.
Sure, your team may get more points than the
other team, but that’s still not winning!”
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“Cheat?! What do you mean cheat? I didn’t cheat! I just came up with
a creative way to keep her from making that basket!” I said.

Coach looked at me and said, “It wasn’t all that creative,
it didn’t keep her from getting the points anyway, and it
IS cheating. Take a look at our Lady Leopards’ Team
Promises poster. You know, the promises all of you girls
agreed to when you joined the team.”
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I looked up on the wall. Coach asked me to look at
���������������������

I spoke up.
“Coach, I DID
try my hardest.
I ALWAYS try
my hardest!”

Coach said, “Kelsey, you played hard - most of the game. But I wonder, if you had focused
more on defense instead of pulling that girl’s  hair, could you have stopped the ball?”

I thought about it for a second and just looked at him. “Maybe, but I don’t know.”
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