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Have you ever seen a band of cloudy starlight
stretching across the night sky? If you have, then you
are lucky! Often, streetlights, car lights, and building
lights drown out this beautiful starlight, making it
impossible to see. But it’s out there. It’s made of
hundreds of billions of stars, swirling in outer space.
What is it? It’s a galaxy. But it’s not just any galaxy.
It’s our galaxy—the Milky Way.

The Milky Way galaxy is our home, our
neighborhood in space. The people of ancient Greece
thought it looked like spilled milk. So they named
that band of starlight Galaxies Kuklos, which means
“Milky Circle.” The word galaxy comes from the
Greek word, galactos, which means “milk.” The
Romans called it Via Lactea, which means “Milky
Road,” or “Milky Way.” No matter how you say it,
the Milky Way is an amazing sight. People in every
culture have wondered about it throughout time. We
now know more about our galaxy than ever before.
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Billions and Billions

Wait, what did that say?
Hundreds of billions of stars?
How many is hundreds of
billions? No matter how you
say it—a hundred thousand
million or billions and billions—
our galaxy contains a mind-
boggling number of stars. If
you could count the number of
stars in the Milky Way, it would
take about 20,000 years!

Astronomers ot an observatory use
a laser to help them better observe
the MLLkv Wo‘j‘
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