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Starstruck

Have you ever looked up at the night sky and been amazed
by the scattered twinkling lights? You are not alone! People
have been captivated by the stars for thousands of years. Some
were so starstruck that they studied their every move.

Early stargazers learned the stars could provide useful
information. Ancient Egyptians planned their lives around
Sirius, the Dog Star. Egyptian farmers knew they could plant
crops in the moist soil after Sirius rose in the sky. The ancient
Phoenicians (fi-NEE-shuhnz) navigated the seas using the
night sky. They learned the annual patterns of the stars. At
certain times of the year, the sun and the stars would be at
fixed distances from the horizon. They used their fingers to
measure the stars’ positions. The Greeks named the stars after
gods, heroes, and animals from their stories. The Chinese
from the Han Dynasty grouped the constellations by the four
directions—East (Dragon), West (Tiger), North (Tortoise), and
South (Scarlet Bird). The Native American Tewa tribe named
the Milky Way the “Endless Trail.” They saw the constellation
Orion as Long Sash, a hero who led his people away from their
troubles on the Endless Trail.
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Ancient and modern navigators have used stars
and fascinating tools to guide their travels at
night. The kamal is an early device that measures
latitude. The astrolabe (AS-truh-leyb) is used to
locate and predict positions of the sun, moon,
planets, and stars. The sextant is one-sixth of a
> circle and measures the angle between an object
= in the sky and the horizon.
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