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Mapmaking is an art form. The first maps
were made thousands of years ago. Maps are
one of the best ways for people to know the land.
They are very important to scientists who study
the earth.

Gerardus Mercator is one of
the best known mapmakers of
all time. He was born in 1512,
in Belgium. He was interested in

geography.

Although Mercator was an
engraver of brass plates, he found a
way to use his interest in geography
to make a living. He worked with
two other men to make a globe.

He then worked alone to make a
map of Palestine and then one of
the world. They were called map
projections. The world map showed
the globe spread out to a flat surface.

"
A Gerardus
Mercator

There is one problem with a
Mercator projection map. The size and shape
of the land near the poles is not correct. Europe
and North America look much bigger than
Africa. In fact, Africa is much bigger than both
of them!

an early projection map >
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Classical Landforms 8

Did you know that even the

ancient Greeks and Romans

studied landforms? They saw and
recorded many changes in the

land around them. Their writing
included details about erosion and
earthquakes.
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