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. Earths Crust

Imagine Earth as a hard-boiled egg. An
egg has a shell. Earth has a crust. An egg has
liquid under its shell. Earth has hot magma
under its crust. If the Earth were an egg, it
would be a 6,400-kilometer (4,000-mile) trip
from its shell (the crust) down to its center!

We live on Earth’s crust. The crust is the
part of Earth that has cooled and hardened.
All of the continents of Earth are a part of
the crust. The ocean floor is also a part of
the crust. Mountains rise up from the crust.
And just like an eggshell with a crack, our
crust is cracked. If you look at the edges of
the continents, you might notice that they
look like cracks on an eggshell.

Earth also has other layers beneath the
crust. They are the mantle and the outer
and inner core.

-

When magma oozes out
of the earth’s crust, it is
called lava.
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In this diagram, sections of the earth have been
removed to show its internal structure.
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