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Voice of a Generation

After the Civil War, disecrimination made it hard for former slaves
to start new lives. Unfair laws kept them at the bottom of Southern
society. Many chose to flee the South. They headed north in search
of freedom and jobs. This large movement of African Americans
between 1865 and 1970 became known as the Great Migration.

Many of these migrants moved to New York City. They settled
in a neighborhood called Harlem. There, African American culture
flourished. Musicians, artists, and writers were inspired. They
captured the excitement of the times in music, paint, and words. This
period of creativity lasted from the end of World War I until the
Great Depression. It is called the Harlem Renaissance. A renaissance
is a new beginning.




The End of Slavery

During the Civil War, President
Abraham Lincoln announced the
Emancipation Proclamation. It
freed the slaves in the Southern
states. But it did not end slavery.
When the war was over, the
Thirteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution was
written. This law finally ended
slavery in the United States

in 1865.

Separate

Is Not Equal!

After the Civil War, Southern

states passed laws to

keep whites and African

Americans separated. This

was called segregation

(seg-rih-GAY-shuhn). The

laws were called Jim Crow

. Laws. African Americans

 Langston Hughes were not allowed to go

to the same schools

Langston Hughes was a writer who lived in as whites. They could

Harlem during this exciting time. From the center not eat at the same

of African American life, he watched and wrote. rest.a Hrants as whites.
X ) Trains and buses had

He studied people on the streets. He listened different seats for

to jazz music in clubs. He captured his world white and African

in words. In his poetry, plays, short stories, and American passengers.

autobiographies, he opened a window into African There were even

American culture. He is often called the voice of SSaCeeR e

) drinking fountains
the Harlem Renaissance. for whites and

African Americans.

Harlem Renaissance painting, called 7he
Great Migration by Jacob Lawrence.
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