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“ Quter Space

Have you ever stopped to gaze at the stars? Have you
ever wondered if there might be life on other planets? Have
you ever thought about how the universe began? If you
answered “yes” to any of these questions, you are not alone!

Since the dawn of history, humans have always looked
to the heavens with curiosity. That’s why astronomy—the
study of planets, stars, and galaxies—is thought to be the
oldest science.

Astronomers are scientists who study space. Long
ago, astronomers thought that the Earth was the center of
the universe. They thought all the other planets and stars

W An astronomer uses a telescope
to view objects in space.




revolve around Earth. Now we know that N p Ee )
Earth is only a tiny part of the universe. "Q\g
It is just one of eight planets in our solar

system. Our solar system is just a tiny part i <
of our galaxy, which is called the Milky - 3

of galaxies and trillions of stars! Still Growing

How big is outer space? No one
knows for sure. Five hundred
years ago it was thought to
be only a little bit bigger than
Ry Earth. Scientists now know it is
b much bigger than anyone could
- have imagined. Using modern
~ technology, they have learned
that the universe is still growing
outward in every direction.

i

<@ The Milky Way is
a spiral galaxy.

Way. Outer space is made up of billions “ i * !
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