


TIPS FOR REHEARSING
READER'S THEATER

BY AARON SHEPARD

Make sure your script doesn’t hide your face. If there is
anyone in the audience you can’t see, your script is too
high.

While you speak, try to look up often. Don’t just look at
your script. When you do look at the script, move just your
eyes and keep your head up.

Talk slowly. Speak each syllable clearly.

Talk loudly! You have to be heard by every person in the
room.

Talk with feeling. Your voice has to tell the story.

Stand or sit up straight. Keep your hands and feet still if
they’re doing nothing useful.

If you're moving around, face the audience as much as
you can. When rehearsing, always think about where the
audience will be.

Characters, remember to be your character even when
you’re not speaking.

Narrators, make sure you give the characters enough time
for their actions.



TIPS FOR PERFORMING
READER'S THEATER

BY AARON SHEPARD

If the audience laughs, stop speaking until they can hear
you again.

If someone talks in the audience, don’t pay attention.
If someone walks into the room, don’t look at him or her.
If you make a mistake, pretend it was right.

If you drop something, try to leave it where it is until the
audience is looking somewhere else.

If a reader forgets to read his or her part, see if you can
read the part instead, make something up, or just skip over
it. Don’t whisper to the reader!

If a reader falls down during the performance, pretend it
didn’t happen.




THE PLEDCE OF ALLEGIANCE:
_POEM OF PATRIOTISM

r e

Characters
Mom Miriam

Ken June 1
Alex Dad

Setting

This reader’s theater takes place at x
the Smith home, where a Boy Scout
meeting is being held.

Act 1

Mom: Please rise. Place your right hands over your
hearts. Ready? Begin . . .
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