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% . Our Place in the Universe

Have you ever looked into the night sky and
wondered what was out there? Throughout time, people
have gazed to the heavens. They are hoping to find clues
about our place in the universe.

Long ago, people thought that Earth was the center
of the solar system. They thought that the sun, moon,
stars, and other planets revolved around it. Scientists
finally learned that Earth is one of at least eight planets
in our solar system. They found that all of the planets
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You Are Here

Our galaxy, the Milky Way, is a spiral galaxy. A
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Astronomers also now know that our solar system
1s almost 5 billion years old. It is located at the edge of
the Milky ‘Way galaxy. It is one of at least 100 billion
_galaxres in the universe. Each one of them has billions of
stafs! Our galaxy alone has about 200 billion stars.

The Milky Way is a spiral galaxy. It can be seen on a
very dark night as a bright band in the sky. It is so wide
that light would take 100,000 years to travel across it.
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