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Thurgood Marshall lived during a time of great unfairness
for African Americans. The law said that white people and
African Americans could not sit or eat together. They could not
use the same swimming pools or restrooms. This was known as
“separate but equal.” The law said African Americans could
be separated from white people, as long as what they had was
equal, or the same. But Marshall knew things were far from
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Thurgood Marshall

Lawyers, Judges,
and Justices

Lawyers argue to convince judges that
their view of the law is right. Judges decide
which lawyer is right or if a law has been
broken. Justices are judges on the Supreme
Court—the highest court in America.
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