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“The Earth’s a Big Blue Marble

When you see it from out there

The sun and moon declare

Our beauty’s very rare ...”

—from the Big Blue Marble theme song

On December 7, 1972, from out in space, astronauts on the Apollo 17
mission to the moon took a photo of Earth. To them, Earth looked like a “big
blue marble.” That name has been with the image ever since.

This beautiful blue sphere tells many stories. Four of those stories will
be shared here. They are stories of Earth’s four spheres. The four spheres of
Earth are the geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and bio
one paints a unique picture of our home. '

Even though each sphere is unique, it can
sometimes be hard to tell one from the
other. There is water inside _Ecurth, If you
pick up a clump of mud, is it part of the
geosphere or the hydrosphere?
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