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The Union Army

During the Civil War, many men became well-known leaders. They
came from all walks of life. These men were thought to be the best
minds each side had to offer. Both sides fought heroically for what they
believed in.

The Union army of the North had many advantages over the
Confederate army of the South. The North had more men to serve
as soldiers. For every two men in the Union army, there was only one
man in the Confederate army. The North also had more factories and
could produce more ammunition. Supplies were easily moved using the
railroads in the North. The Northern army had plenty of guns, clothing,
and blankets. Their food supply was larger, too.

In spite of all this, the North did have weaknesses. President Abraham
Lincoln studied new types of war strategies from Washington. He sent
orders to the battlefields that the generals had to follow. But, the generals
didn’t always agree with Lincoln’s ideas. Sometimes, they ignored his
orders and did what they thought was best. This was frustrating for
Lincoln and his generals.

Lincoln had trouble finding a leader that he thought could do a good job.
Winfield Scott, George McClellan, John Pope, Ambrose Burnside,
Joseph Hooker, and George Meade all tried to lead the Union
to victory. But, none of them succeeded. Lincoln struggled
throughout the war to find a leader.

BURNSIDE’S SIDEBURNS
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General Ambrose Burnside started the trend of
growing long whiskers on the sides of men’s cheeks.
At first, these whiskers were called burnsides.
Eventually, they became known as sideburns.
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THE ANACONDA PLAN
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Early in the war, General Winfield
Scott devised a plan to beat the South.
He wanted to create a blockade on
the rivers and ports in the South. This
plan was named after the anaconda
snake that squeezes its prey to death.
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Both the North and the
South worked hard to
support the war effort.
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