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A Nation Divided

It’s 1862. A soldier writes home to his wife. “It is
rather bad to think that we should be fighting him on the
one side and me on the other.. .I hope to god that he and
I will get safe through it all and he will have his story to
tell about his side and I will have my story to tell about
my side.”

The soldier’s name is Alexander Campbell. He is
a Union soldier fighting for the North. His brother,
James, is a Confederate soldier fighting for the
South. Without knowing it at the time, the two had
recently fought each other on a battlefield during the
Civil War.

The Civil War split the country apart. It divided
families, friends, and countrymen. Americans
were now fighting against each other. The North
wanted to keep the country together. It was also
fighting to end slavery. The South wanted to have its
own nation. It wanted each state to decide about slavery
on its own. Tensions built until war erupted. The two
sides fought for four long years.
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each other during the Battle of

The Campbell brothers fought
Secessionville in 1862.

THE OUTCOME
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The Campbell brothers survived the
war. Both men went on to become

successful American citizens. James
owned a farm. Alexander had his own
manufacturing business. The brothers
remained friends throughout their lives.

James Campbell
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