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One Step Toward War

“Once free, always free.” This was a doctrine in the Missouri court by e
system in the 1800s. In 1846, a slave named Dred Scott tested this policy. ?ﬁ
When his master died, he sued his master’s wife for his freedom. Scott \

believed that since he had lived with his master in free territories, he should §
be a free man. The case went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. . \
The Court’s decision changed the course of history. It further divided a \
nation and pushed the country one step closer to war.

The years leading up to the Civil War were turbulent and tense. \\“ ‘*%
People were divided over controversial issues facing the country. :

. \\\'\.
The biggest issue was slavery. Many people wanted it to end. N \
Others wanted to stop it from spreading. Some felt slavery \\

was necessary. It was a hot topic. And it was one that
would tear the nation apart.
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-\\dThe Supreme Court hears the Dred Scott case.
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This 1857 newspaper features
an article about Dred Scott.
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