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Exploration and Liberty

In 1780, the United States was in the midst of war. It was
fighting for its independence. It had been at war with Great
Britain for five years. It was at this time that Thomas Jefferson
penned a letter to his friend George Rogers Clark. In the letter,
he wrote about the United States. He hoped that one day it would
expand westward. It would be more than 13 colonies. It would
drive past the Mississippi River. He longed for the United States
to be an “empire of liberty.”
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FAMOUS CLARK

George Rogers Clark lived on the frontier.
He and Jefferson corresponded through
letters for many years. Clark’s youngest

brother was the famous William Clark of
the Lewis and Clark expedition!



# Americans hold off British troops
during the American Revolution.

Jefferson felt that the United States had great potential. It could be a
free country founded on the idea that “all men are created equal,” an idea
he wrote about in the Declaration of Independence. It could grow and
expand in the name of liberty. Jefferson dedicated his life to this vision of
his country. He served as secretary of state to George Washington. He was
vice president to John Adams. And then, in 1800, he was elected the third
president of the United States. During his two terms in office, he did as he
had always hoped. He pushed the country westward. He took great strides
toward creating his “empire of liberty.” Thomas Jefferson helped create the
United States of America we know today.
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