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Miles to Go

In the early morning of Thanksgiving 1986, a red
Thunderbird speeds up the New Jersey Turnpike toward New
York City. Father’s at the wheel, Mother is in the front seat.
A 16-year-old boy sleeps in the back, and a younger sister,
Sia, is sleeping, too. The youngest sister, Nataki, is singing
softly with the radio: “Darling, darling, stand by me.”

The boy wakes to screaming as the car swerves, flips,
and rolls over three times, coming to rest on its roof.
There’s a tinkling of glass, and the boy curses. “Watch your
language,” his father admonishes.

They crawl out of the wreckage through the broken
windows as cars pull over and people hastily race to the
overturned Thunderbird. The trunk has popped open, and
crates litter the surrounding area, scattering books. The
father circles the car. “Help me get these books up,” he
says to the son as trucks barrel down the road. We've just
had an accident and he’s worried about his books, the boy
thinks. But he has to help.
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