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Invading the North

A bugle wakes you. For a moment in the darkness,
you think you’re back on the family farm in western
Virginia. But instead, you’re lying on a thin blanket in a
tent outside Cashtown, Pennsylvania, in the early morning
of July 1, 1863. About two months ago, you left the farm to
join the Confederate army. The cutoff age for serving in the
army is 18, and you’re only 14, but you lied about your age
and maybe the army knows that—but the Confederate army
needs soldiers. So now you’re trying to help the South win
a war.

Your job is drummer—and anything else asked of
you—in the Army of Northern Virginia under the command
of General Robert E. Lee.

.. The Children’s Armies

o About 20 percent of soldiers in the Civil
War were younger than the minimum
recruiting age of 18. One of the youngest
was Johnny Clem, who ran away from

home and joined the Michi

gan infantr
as a drummer at age 10. i
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