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Visions of Freedom

There’s something fascinating about his eyes. There is
fierceness and determination mixed with focus and courage,
but if you look closely, there is also agony and grief. This
depth and intensity draws you in and makes you want to
know more about this enigmatic man. The eyes belong to
Frederick Douglass and they tell a story—h#is story.

Douglass saw visions of freedom, not just for him
but for all African Americans. Douglass was the most
photographed man of the nineteenth century. He made it a
point to have his portrait taken multiple times throughout
his life; however, this was not out of vanity or a desire to
be well known. Douglass was a man on a mission. That
mission was to change the world and make it a fairer and
more equal place for all who inhabited it—especially
African Americans.

In the days before digital-image software, Douglass
understood that the camera could not lie; it captured the
truth. Frame by frame, it imprisoned history and locked in
a reality that could not be changed with racist or spiteful
words. Through his portraits, through his eyes, Douglass
knew he could show African Americans for what they truly
are—humans.

o
I£1 Were President

What would Douglass have done in the nineteenth century if he
were president? He once wrote on this very subject.

| would employ every means supplied to the Pres:den't‘by the .
constitution of the United States, to secure to every c:tl;gn of the /
United States, without regards to race, color, sex or rellg:on, equald
protection of the law. No citizen, how?v?r poor or despised, shou.
be able to say at the close of my adm:mstmt:on that he hat{ o
suffered any injustice or had been in any way oppressgd Zr Sltmtbés
by any act of mine while acting as President of the United States.
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