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Mysterious Messages

Imagine you’re standing in an old, quiet graveyard in
England. Every dreary headstone looks the same—except
one. The headstone displays the usual name and date but
also has several strange, unreadable symbols carved into
the stone. What could they mean?

This true-life mystery from the nineteenth century
stumped everyone who saw the odd progression of
symbols. It caught the attention of reporters and authors,
mystifying many. Some people said the symbols were
Greek letters. Others thought they might be Hebrew letters.
But the truth was that only a select group, the Freemasons,
could understand the inscription.

In the eighteenth century, Freemasons used the same
symbols to create cryptographs, or coded messages.
Afraid of persecution for their beliefs, they disguised their
potentially dangerous ideas and records in secret ciphers.
But they weren’t the only ones who did this. Throughout
history, other clever people like the Freemasons have found
creative ways to communicate in secret. By using numbers,
letters, and symbols to make ciphers, they sent and received
messages nobody else could understand.
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Deadly Decoding -
In 1586, Mary, Queen of Scots,' used a c:l;;:\::)ueen
conceal a sinister scheme to kill her coher e
Elizabeth 1 of England. But soon after, e
|etters fell into the wron%ht;etlr;’(:;.vlzds;:\/\l/ary -
::grztl\’:a;\iihnl\fzziebeheaded Mary for treason.
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The coded inscription
reads, “Remember death.”
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